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Angola: New Identity Card with three heads

The government of Angola has introduced an identity card that will have three pictures.  One picture is for the card holder, another two for the past and present, presidents Agostinho Neto Jose Eduardo Dos Santos respectively.

The pictures of the presidents in the card according to the national director of identification Mr. Joaquim de Carvalho, who was speaking on the day of national identification in Luanda, about the identity cards the pictures, are digitally laminated against fraudulent activities to discourage cloning and they are very difficult to falsify.
On October 1, 2009 the Minister of Justice Mrs. Guilhermina Prata on an interview on Angolan television TPA said  “the new identity card contains ten security elements including the presidents’ pictures, a code bar, a laser ink, and others security elements” that in her opinion were approved in March this year by the national assembly.  

The digital faces of the presidents according to the minister were part of the model that was presented and approved by the members of the parliament in March 2009. Doctor Irondino Muchili of the Justice Ministry, who was speaking on the Bom dia Angola program of the national television on the 28 October this year said, the specifications on the identity cards were projected on the identity Card Bill.
But the masses including the civil society and political parties of the opposition on the other hand are protesting against the government decision to introduce an identity card with three pictures.  Some catholic priests also are against the project and have voiced their refusal to endorse the identity cards.  Priest Daniel Malamba in an interview on radio ecclesia said that the change of identity card is just a way for members of the government to steal money and enrich themselves.   He thinks that there is no justification the presidents pictures to be in the people’s cards as they are official national documents. 

  Mr. Antonio Ventura president of the Association Justice, Peace and Democracy considers that the identity card is an official document that must only have the picture of the details of holder.  In his opinion the introduction of the presidents’ pictures is a violation of citizen’s private identity and must be removed. 
In the streets of the capital Luanda people are of the opinion that such cult of personality has never been seen in any part of the world inclusive in dictatorship communist counties like Soviet Union, China, North Korea and Cuba.  None of the supreme leaders of these countries, Stalin, Mao and the leader Massimo Fidel Castro did put their pictures in personal documents of his subjects.  For Angolans this is a plan of the government and the MPLA to maintain president Jose Eduardo Dos Santos in power for life.

Again, since the independence thirty four years ago, the identity cards in Angola have been changed more than five times and the passport about four times.  The frequent changes of Identity cards, passports and other national documents in Angola have become avenue for government officials to steal millions of dollars without accountability. 
This is done by inflating the cost of equipment and other materials for the project at exorbitant price.  In reality the money spent on the project is far smaller than the real value of the equipment and that of the project.   

This by itself, shows that the change of the identity cards have caused resentment by the population all over the country.  As a democratic country, the government should have listened to citizen before taking the final decision and change the design of the card.  Angolans in the Diaspora also are very unhappy with the government insistence of introducing the identity cards with the presidents’ pictures.

 Different reactions have appeared in the internet describing the idea as a domestic colonialism by our own leaders who take us as their hostage.  Perhaps behind this plan deliberately designed is the idea of the government to divert people’s attention from talking about the financial corruption scandals involving members of the ruling party and top government officials.
 Some people think that as the presidential elections are approaching and with only two out of eighteen million Angolans possess the Identity Card, it benefits the current president as few people will be voting. 
Nonetheless, faced with criticism, a top government official from the Ministry of Justice Mr. Irondino Muchile pointed  out that “this provision in the Identity Card is the same with the one used in the American Green Card that contains a set of images of all American presidents including Barack Obama. He also stressed that the biometric security technology is also used in countries like Canada, Italy and others”

I think, now that the country has changed from communism to democratic regime, is time the government start changing its relation towards the people they supposed to serve. 
As a democratic government, the voice of people is paramount in decision making hence government must as a matter of urgency listen to the voice of his citizen. 
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By Costa makuntuala
