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Dear Mr. Bouabdellah,

                           Ismail Cherbal and Safia Aouf, who are Algerian nationals, and their British-born children have lived in Blackburn, Lancashire, as a family for almost five years. They are due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Monday 17th August, at 21:05 hours on Air Algerie Flight AH2055.
I urge you not to allow your company to co-operate with the UK Border Agency in allowing this to happen.
Ismail was born in the town of Alquba, Algeria, one of four brothers. On May 1st, 1997, at the age of 22, he was called up for mandatory military service. Two months later, he received a letter from home saying that his brother Mostafa had been killed on active service with the army. He was refused compassionate leave and was unable to return home until December, 1998. Then he discovered that his brother had been killed by Front Islamic Salvation (FIS) rebels during a fight in the mountains. Mostafa’s body was never returned to the family for burial and they have never been given any further details about his death.

Ismail’s two other brothers Marwan and Yousif, who had also served in the armed forces, were being heavily pressured by the Algerian authorities to re-enlist but refused because of what had happened to Mostafa. Marwan and Yousif had also been visited by the FIS who beat them up for their previous involvement with the Algerian forces and threatened to kill them if they signed up for further military service. They fled Algeria for the UK where they have both married English girls and have been granted indefinite leave to remain.

Ismail tried to continue his life in Algeria but then the authorities began pressuring him into serving further time with the armed forces; he also was visited by the FIS, who beat him up and threatened to kill him. He fled Algeria and claimed asylum in the UK in 2002. His claim was refused and his appeal rights were exhausted in 2004.

Safia’s father was a government employee and, as a result, he and his family were repeatedly threatened by rebels. One night in 2003, she was at home with her brother when the house was attack by an armed rebel gang. Her brother was stabbed and left for dead – although he subsequently recovered – and she was viciously and brutally assaulted.

In March 2004, Safia was married to Ismail in a Muslim ceremony in her village with Ismail represented by a delegate. The following month she joined her husband in England and applied for asylum in May 2005. This was refused in 2006.

The couple and their two children have fully integrated into life in Blackburn. They have forged many friendships in and around the Mill Hill area of the town, where they have made their home. Ismail’s brother and their wives also live and work in the area and the family regularly visit each other. Now Ismail and Safia, who both speak excellent English, merely wish to settle permanently in the UK and to build a safe and secure future for themselves and their children in Blackburn. Ismail ran his own business in Algerian and believes his entrepreneurial skills would be of immense benefit to the UK is he and his family are allowed to remain here.
The stress of the uncertainty over the family’s future has severely affected Safia’s mental health; she has been treated for some time now for depression and her GP has referred her to Blackburn Community Mental Health Care Team for an assessment. She was awaiting an appointment when the family was detained. Since the family has been in Yarl’s Wood, Ismail says that Safia’s medication for depression has been taken from her because the staff there fears she may self-harm.
Home Office policy says that it is a decision for the carrier as to whether they carry deportees. In view of this, I urge you not to force Ismail Cherbal, Safia Aouf  and their UK Born  dhildren, Sonia and, to be returned to Algeria, where their existence could be in grave danger. 
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