
The Right Hon. Mr Alan Johnson, MP

Secretary of State at the Home Office

The Home Office

2 Marsham Street

London SW1P 4DF

Fax: 0208 760 3132

Email: johnsona@parliament.uk
Re: Mr Abbas Sharifi 


Dear Mr Johnson  

                          Re: Abbas Sharifi, HO Ref: S1313202 a 49 year old disabled Afghani man is due to be forcibly removed from the UK, on a 'Ethnic charter flight', under the UK Home Office operation 'Ravel' programme on Tuesday July 28th 2009 at 21:30 from the UK, flight PVT008 to Baku for onward transit to Kabul/Afghanistan. 

Mr. Sharifi is unfit to fly. He has a physical impairment for which he is receiving outpatient treatment at the Northern General Hospital in Sheffield. Mr. Sharifi has been diagnosed as having an acute mental health condition for which he is in receipt of ongoing therapeutic treatment and prescribed medication.
      

The letter refusing his claim for asylum states that he will be able to obtain the prescription drugs and other treatment he needs if he is in Afghanistan. This is not the case. Even if this were true, which it is not, he could only obtain the medication he needs to survive and the  treatment he needs for his physical impairment, were he to pay for it.  His background is that of a labourer and his physical impairment is such that he will be unable to obtain suitable work if he is removed to Afghanistan. He will be destitute and as such will be unable to afford any medical treatment even if it is available.
      

We implore you to cancel, on humanitarian grounds, Mr. Sharifi's planned removal from the UK. We ask that you arrange for Mr Sharifi to be granted immediate bail. This will enable Mr Sharifi to return to the community in Sheffield where he will be able to continue to receive the support and treatment that he needs. We urge you to reopen his case with a view to granting him exceptional, indefinite  leave to remain on compassionate grounds. 

 Mr Sharifi has lived in Sheffield since 2006. He has well established links within the community and is involved in a number of community organisations. He is an active member of the Mosque and is involved with a number of community groups, including The Sheffield Assist Conversation Club and the Sheffield- Based Disabled Asylum Seekers and Refugee Network. 

He has established good community support networks to assist him with daily living. He has been assessed as requiring community care support on the grounds of both his physical and mental health conditions, having been assessed as being in critical and substantial needs by Sheffield’s City Council Neighbourhoods and Community Care Directorate. 

According to “Fund for Peace’ a leading authority on economic and human rights conditions in all countries around the world. Afghanistan is a ‘Failed State, lacking the capacity to establish and maintain political institutions, secure their population from violent conflict, control their territories and meet the basic needs of their population. Average life span for men and women hovers at around 45 years. According to the United Nations, nearly a third of all Afghans, some 6.5 million people, suffer from chronic food insecurity.
I am asking you not to remove Abbas Sharifi from the UK, please release Abbas from detention and return him to his Sheffield home.

Yours Sincerely,
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