Secretary of State for the Home Office

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham St

London SW1 4DF

Fax: 020 8760 3132 

Email: UKBApublicenquiries@UKBA.gsi.gov.uk 

Dear Home Secretary 

I am writing in regard of Jean-Baptiste Foukong Bassime, Home Office Ref: :B1244791, Currently detained in Campsfield IRC and due to be forcibly removed from UK to Cameroon on Thursday 21 May 2009 (0600hrs) on Easyjet Flight U22431 to Paris and then with Air France Flight AF940 to Cameroon. 
Jean Baptiste applied for asylum in 2007. He believes that his ethnicity (he is Cotier tribe and make up about 2% of the population there) means that he is vulnerable to social and employment discrimnination as well as human rights abuses by the authorities who are supportive of the ruling Beti tribe in Cameroon. So far his asylum case has been refused. On 5/5/09, he went to report at Solihull Immigration Centre. He was arrested and detained. Currently he is in Campsfield IRC and is due to be removed on21/5/09.

Since being in UK, Jean Baptiste has been involved in church and voluntary projects. He has made every effort to comply with UKBA terms and conditions attached to seeking asylum in UK. However it seems unjust that someone who has been compliant with the immigration authorities should be subjected to detention and removal when he has not had the opportunity to have legal representation to prepare and present medical evidences,  material to his claim, considered.  

Problems for Jean Baptiste began in Cameroon around February 2007 when he received threatening phone messages. In April 2007 he received further intimidating emails at his work account (saying that he would pay for his life if he continued with his employer oil company Schlumberger). He had contacted a friend William who worked for the police for some assistance and advice about this problem.  This perhaps led to William's disappearance, and Jean-Baptiste's attack. In May 2007, Jean-Baptiste got into a taxi and was held at gunpoint and then taken to a woman's house. When there, Jean Baptiste was forced to undress, and then handcuffed by feet and by hands. Then he was suspended by his wrists from a hook in the ceiling and tied to a post. The woman threw a bucket of cold water over him before whipping him across the back. This caused bleeding, and she then rubbed salt into the wounds, before continuing with further acts of violence on him. Eventually after regaining consciousness, he found himself in a different house, and that he had been robbed of money and jewellery. Jean Baptiste eventually managed to get out of that house and get in a taxi to his home. His wife got him medical attention, and then the matter was reported to the police. At the police station, he was subjected to further beatings and abuse by police officials. The police chief asked that Jean resign from his job but did not give any reason why.  Eventually he was released and he got home to find that his wife and sister in law had been raped by policemen whilst he was in custody. He was given a job transfer to another location where he suffered further arrests in July 2007. Whilst in the cell, Jean Baptiste was accused of conspiring to start a war between Cameroon and Gabon. He was eventually released after some serious beatings in the cell. When in Douala, he was attacked by 2 people as he approached his house, and then taken captive. He saw the same woman who had attacked him in May 07. There Jean Baptiste had learnt that she had been paid by the President's son to arrange and carry out this attack and to subject him to degrading sexual and physical  acts of violence. One of the captors offered to arrange his release and subsequently made arrangements for him to escape from Cameroon. Jean Baptiste managed to escape,  then was helped to flee Cameroon on 21/7/07. He applied for asylum when he came to UK.

 Since his leaving Cameroon, Jean Baptiste's wife has had to move home many times to avoid the authorities. He also believes that his police friend William did not commit suicide at all, but was killed by the authorities. Therefore Jean Baptiste is terrified of what will happen to him if sent back to Cameroon now. According to UKBA, he has exhausted the asylum legal process - however he is of the view that he was not given proper legal representation at certain points of the process, and that his torture and abuse experiences have not been duly and fairly considered by the courts or Home Office. He has not had a thorough medical or psychological assessment carried out by professional medical staff experienced in dealing with victims of sexual violence.

I am requesting that you, as Home Secretary,  should carry out a thorough but fair review of this asylum claim. I am requesting to this Honourable Home Secretary the immediate release of Jean-Baptiste and to cancel the planned removal due on Thursday 21/5/09.. 
Please grant him leave to remain in the UK.

I believe that the current UK Home Office policy of deporting asylum seekers who have been victims of torture and detention in their country of origin does not reflect the reality of cases like Jean-Baptiste's and, should he be removed, will be cast into an arena of fear where even in that large country, there will be no hiding the authorities who are determined to root out at every level persons who are opponents of corruption and human rights abuses.  

 Yours sincerely
Name:
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Date:
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