Mr Tariq Bukhari

General Manager

Pakistan International Airlines

1-15 King Street

Hammersmith

London

W6 9HR

Fax: 020 8741 9376

E-mail: info@piac.com.pk
Dear Mr. Bukhari,

                            Rashida Yasmeen and her sons Safeer (8), Zaheer (9), Mahmood (15), and Qadeer (21), all nationals of Pakistan and residents of Glasgow. Are due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Pakistan International Airlines flight PK758 from London to Lahore at 20:00 on Tuesday 3rd February.
I am asking PIA not to facilitate UK Home Office immigration policies.

Rashida and her sons arrived in the UK in 2007 after fleeing religious persecution in Pakistan. As Ahmadiyya Muslims, they were subject to death threats and were attacked at home by the extremist group Khadam-e-Nabuad, during which Mahmood was stabbed and Rashida's husband fled.
Prejudice against Ahmadis is  widespread in Pakistan 


Pakista law declares the Ahmadi community, which considers itself a Muslim sect, to be a non-Muslim minority. The law prohibits Ahmadis, who claimed approximately two million adherents, from engaging in any Muslim practices, including using Muslim greetings, referring to their places of worship as mosques, reciting Islamic prayers, and participating in the Hajj or Ramadan fast. Ahmadis were prohibited from proselytizing, holding gatherings, or distributing literature. Government forms, including passport applications and voter registration documents, require anyone wishing to be listed as a Muslim to denounce the founder of the Ahmadi faith. In 2005 the government reinstated the religion column for machine readable passports. The Ahmadi community claimed that between July 2006 and June 30, 28 Ahmadis faced criminal charges under religious laws or because of their faith. P Laws prohibiting blasphemy continued to be used against Ahmadis, While the law provided for this right, in practice the government placed selective restrictions on the right to assemble and often refused permits for processions in urban areas. Ahmadis have been prohibited from holding any conferences or gatherings since 1984. 

Source: USA Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, Pakistan

Pakistan: Religious Freedom / House of Commons / 23 Oct 2008 : Column 536W  

Mr. Keith Simpson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what recent reports he has received of incidents involving the alleged persecution of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community in Pakistan; and when he last raised the subject with the government of Pakistan. [226091]

Bill Rammell: Members of the Ahmadiyya community in the United Kingdom recently informed us about
comments made on a popular Pakistani television programme inciting violence against their community. Within several days, two prominent members of the Ahmadiyya community in Karachi were killed. Our deputy high commission in Karachi discussed this with the provincial Sindh Government, who are investigating the broadcast.

A Home Office spokesman said the Border and Immigration Agency only contracted with airlines willing to operate removal flights. He added: “The agency uses agents/brokers to arrange both charter and scheduled removals.  Airline captains have the right to refuse carriage of a passenger and will do so if they feel it appropriate for security or commercial reasons”. 

Pakistan International Airlines could choose not to be “willing to cooperate with the UK’s forced removals”.

I therefore urge PIA not to co-operate with this forced removal. Everyone has the right to family life and should be in the country of their choosing, which for this family is the UK. 

Yours Sincerely,

Name: 

Address: 

City: 



Postcode:


Country: 




Date: 


              Email: 



Phone:

