According to CNN, Hamas uses civilian infrastructure, including schools, houses, kindergarten facilities, hospitals, for storing and launching rockets and other ammunition, placing training camps inside populated areas in violation of Geneva Convention and international law. 

Ms. Rice, The Secretary of State, told reporters at the State Department "… Hamas participates in activities like human shields and using buildings that are not designated as military buildings to hide their fighters" 
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Sources: Hamas leaders hiding in 
Israel-built Shifa Hospital basement
By Amos HarelHaaretz

Senior Hamas officials in Gaza are hiding out in a "bunker" built by Israel, intelligence officials suspect: Many are believed to be in the basements of the Shifa Hospital complex in Gaza City, which was refurbished during Israel's occupation of the Gaza Strip. 

Shifa, the coastal strip's largest hospital, was built while Gaza was under Egyptian rule, before 1967. 


During the mid-1980s the building underwent massive refurbishment as part of a showcase project to improve the living conditions of residents. 

Millions were invested in the project, which was overseen by Shmuel Goren, the coordinator for activities in the territories at the time. 

The Israeli civil administration in the territories constructed the hospital complex's Building Number 2, which has a large cement basement that housed the hospital's laundry and various administrative services. 

During a cabinet meeting a week ago, Shin Bet chief Yuval Diskin said senior Hamas officials found refuge in the hospital basement because they know Israel would not target it, due to the patients in the upper floors. Palestinian sources told Haaretz that not all the senior Hamas leaders are hiding in one place. 

Rather, they have spread out, and some are constantly changing locations. Some of the bunkers they are using were linked by tunnels Hamas built in recent years
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WATCH: IDF uncovers booby-trapped school next to Gaza zoo
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By Haaertz Service


Israel Defense Forces troops this week uncovered a school in the Gaza Strip rigged by Hamas militants with a large amount of explosives. 

The school, located next to a Gaza zoo, was entirely surrounded by a fuse connecting to the explosives. Inside the abandoned classrooms, IDF troops found a number of weapons. 

"We are continuing to confront a mad reality of boobytrapped tunnels, boobytrapped schools," IDF spokeswoman Avital Leibovich said. "In one district of 150 houses, more than 30 were boobytrapped. Hamas boobytraps every house that residents leave." 

Leibovich said residential neighborhoods in Gaza are riddled with homemade bombs and booby traps, including mannequins placed at apartment entrances to simulate militants and rigged to explode if soldiers approach. 
Jan 12, 2009 12:20 | Updated Jan 12, 2009 16:23

'Hamas salaries paid at Shifa Hospital'

By AMIR MIZROCH 
Jerusalem Post
Hamas is using Gaza's Shifa Hospital as a meeting place and even distributed salaries to its operatives there over the weekend, Public Security Minister and former Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency) head Avi Dichter said Monday morning. 

Speaking on Army Radio, Dichter noted that "on Saturday, January 10, which is the day salaries are distributed in Gaza, several Hamas commanders who cannot come out of hiding were given their salaries at their hiding places. But those commanders who can move around Gaza made their way to Shifa Hospital to receive their wages." 

Regarding Israeli intelligence reports that the Hamas leadership had taken refuge in Gaza's Shifa Hospital, Dichter said that the "Shifa Hospital has long ago ceased to be just a hospital, just as the UNRWA humanitarian and health services in Gaza long ago ceased to be just humanitarian services providing food and medical services." 

"UN schools in Gaza long ago stopped being just schools," the minister said. "All these services and places are refuge for Hamas terrorists and commanders." 

Asked why Israel was not acting against Shifa Hospital, Dichter answered that an attack on a hospital could not be carried out "for obvious reasons." 

"Shifa is in the middle of a very crowded area in Gaza and you would have to get through half-a-million Gazans to get to the hospital and arrest Hamas people there. So that's not doable. Striking the hospital is out of the question for obvious reasons. So in this case we have to just bite our tongues," he said. 

Prevention and treatment? Shin Bet head Yuval Diskin says some of the doctors in Gaza's hospitals could actually could be Hamas men in disguise. Pictured above: Palestinians carry a wounded man into Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on 

The former Shin Bet chief said that is was common knowledge in Gaza that Hamas holds meeting in the hospital. "Shifa Hospital, which is situated in the more wealthy western part of Gaza City, is a very big hospital, but you can hear from the Palestinians who visit there, it is somewhat of an open secret, that Hamas commanders walk around the hospital, in some instances wearing doctors' robes," he said. "In some cases, the Hamas commanders kick medical teams out of rooms so that they can hold meetings." 

The Shin Bet told ministers last week that Hamas leaders were hiding in basement bunker built by Israel under the Shifa Hospital complex in Gaza City. The basement at the hospital was refurbished during Israel's occupation of the Gaza Strip, Haaretz reported on Monday. The United Nations insists that it keeps Hamas members out of the schools, clinics and other institutions it runs in Gaza. 

In response to Dichter's comments, a UNRWA spokesman in Israel said on Monday that the UN was getting mixed messages from the Israeli establishment, and that with each "flip flop" the credibility of each Israeli assertion is "diminished incrementally." 

Following two attacks against UNRWA employees last week, one in which a Palestinian aid convoy driver was killed by Hamas snipers, UNRWA briefly suspended its humanitarian operations, and restarted them after the Israeli coordinator of government activities in the territories expressed "deep regret" for the targeting of UN workers. "He [Amos Gilad] made it clear he wanted UNRWA's 9,000-10,000 workers to resume their humanitarian efforts," UNRWA's Chris Gunness said. 

Regarding Dichter's assertion that UNRWA facilities were shelters for terrorists, Gunness said that where there is a specific complaint about a specific UN installation or employee, that complaint is always investigated. 

"Where any abuse of UN installations is discovered, the UN carries out disciplinary action, including dismissals," Gunness said. 

UNRWA keeps a list of all of its employees and cross-references them with the UN 1267 terror list, as mandated by the Security Council. 

UNSCR 1267 concerns Al-Qaeda, the Taliban and any associated individuals and entities, and it works to freeze their assets. If at any time, someone is on that list, it's incumbent upon all UN members to take action against them. UNRWA also
sends lists of all of its employees to the Israeli security establishment, a UN source said. "We have a zero-tolerance policy when we find abuses of our facilities," Gunness said. 

Dichter, in the radio interview, went on to say that Israel's goal in the operation in Gaza against Hamas was to stop the smuggling of arms into Gaza. 

"This means getting Egypt to do what it should have been doing for the past eight years, and didn't do," he said. 

"We are now two weeks into massive firing of weapons into Israel that were "not made inside the Gaza Strip, but were smuggled into there. We're talking about Grad rockets, regardless of whether they were manufactured in China or Iran." 

Dichter was optimistic that this goal would be achieved, saying that he thought "The Egyptians will not be able to evade responsibility. I believe that American and European pressure will get the Egyptians to do what they have to do." 

"I have no doubt that if the tables were turned, and a huge amount of weaponry originating in Israel was being smuggled into Egypt from Gaza, Egypt would not be sitting quietly." 

Jan 12, 2009 8:47 | Updated Jan 12, 2009 21:41

Hamas raids aid trucks, sells supplies

By YAAKOV KATZ AND JPOST.COM STAFF 
Jerusalem Post
Hamas on Monday raided some 100 aid trucks that Israel had allowed into Gaza, stole their contents and sold them to the highest bidders. 

The IDF said that since terminal activity is coordinated with UNRWA and the Red Cross, Israel could do nothing to prevent such raids, Israel Radio reported. 

Between 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., the army had ceased all military activity in Gaza and once again established a "humanitarian corridor" to help facilitate the transfer of the supplies. 

The Kerem Shalom and Karni crossings had been opened to allow in the aid trucks. 

Security officials at Kerem Shalom thwarted an attempt to smuggle electrical goods, disguised as humanitarian supplies, into Gaza. The electrical goods included computers, infra-red cameras, ovens, microwaves and other electronic equipment. 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak has forbidden the entry of electronics to Gaza since the goods do not fall under the category of humanitarian aid. Some electronic equipment has been let in as per an official Palestinian request, such as equipment used to repair the damaged electrical grid in Gaza. 

Meanwhile, Israel is considering establishing a field hospital in the Gaza Strip to treat Palestinian civilians wounded in fighting between the IDF and Hamas. 

The plan would be to establish the field hospital outside the Gaza Strip, but the IDF is also considering the possibility of erecting the hospital inside the Palestinian territory so it will be more accessible to the Palestinian population. It would be run by the IDF Medical Corps. 

Also Monday, in an effort to promote Israeli humanitarian efforts in the Gaza Strip, the Defense Ministry launched a new Web site that provides a live video feed of the Kerem Shalom cargo crossing, through which international organizations have been transferring basic foods and medical supplies to Gaza. 

The footage can be viewed at: http://www.mod.gov.il/pages/general/Maavar-Kerem-Shalom.asp. Since the beginning of Operation Cast Lead, the IDF has facilitated the transfer of close to 900 trucks into the Gaza Strip with over 20,000 tons of basic foods and medical supplies. 

According to an army estimate on Monday, slightly over 900 Palestinians have been killed since Operation Cast Lead began in December 2008. Based on intelligence and information obtained by the Gaza Coordination and Liaison Administration, the IDF has determined that at least 400 of those killed are known Hamas operatives. The IDF further believes that among the remaining 500, a significant number are also Hamas operatives. 
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IDF Chief: Hamas bombers posing as Israeli troops in Gaza
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By Shahar Ilan, Haaretz Correspondent
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Hamas militants have been dressing up as Israel Defense Forces soldiers in uniform in an attempt to carry out suicide bombings against Israeli troops in the Gaza Strip, IDF Chief of Staff Gabi Ashkenazi said Tuesday. 

Ashkenazi told the Knesset Defense and Foreign Affairs Committee in Tel Aviv that the militants have tried to penetrate IDF battle lines and detonate their explosives next to Israeli troops. 

The IDF Chief also revealed that the army had uncovered a number of tunnels dug with the intent of being used to abduct IDF soldiers. 
Ashkenazi said that the Israel Air Force had managed to strike the majority of its targets in the Strip within the first four minutes of the air campaign which began Operation Cast Lead 18 days ago. 

Twenty minutes after the IAF's first bombing, it also carried out raids on Gaza sites used by militants to launch Grad rockets, Qassam rockets, and mortar shells. 

He added that the government had approved the operation, days before it began and before the IDF had even determined when it was going to launch the campaign. This gave the IDF the ability to begin the operation the moment they decided the conditions were right. 
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For the first time, Gaza militants fire phosphorus shell at Israel
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By Yanir Yagna, Haaretz Correspondent, and Haaretz Service
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Palestinian militants in the Gaza Strip on Wednesday fired their first phosphorus shell into Israel, which exploded in an open area in the Eshkol area in the western Negev. No injuries or damage were reported. 
The phosphorus shell was among the 14 rockets fired from Gaza into Israel on Wednesday. White phosphorus is not considered a chemical weapon, militaries are 
permitted under laws of warfare to use it in artillery shells, bombs and rockets to create smoke screens to hide troop movements as well as bright bursts in the air to illuminate battlefields at night. 

However, the substance can cause serious burns if it touches the skin and can spark fires on the ground. 

Human Rights Watch on Sunday accused Israel of firing artillery shells packed with white phosphorus over populated areas of Gaza during recent fighting, including a crowded refugee camp, putting civilians at risk. 

Israel maintains that it uses munitions in complete accordance with international law. 

Palestinian militants have fired at least 16 rockets into Israel since Wednesday morning, all of them hitting open areas near Ashdod, Ashkelon, Be'er Sheva and in the western Negev. Five Israelis in Ashdod were treated for shock. 

No injuries or damage were reported in the attacks. 

More than 15 rockets were fired at Israel Tuesday, some of them during a three-hour humanitarian truce. One rocket hit an Ashkelon educational institution, causing some damage. 

The Shin Bet security service said Tuesday that Palestinian militants in Gaza have fired some 565 rockets and 200 mortar shells at southern Israel since the Israel Defense Forces launched its offensive on the Hamas-ruled coastal territory on December 27 - an average of more than 30 a day. 
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