
Profiting from Climate Change

In the past 10 years there has been a boom in coal, the most 
polluting  of  all  fossil  fuels.  This  trend  was  highlighted  in 
December 2006 when E.ON applied to build the first new coal-
fired power station in the UK in 30 years. 

To counteract the dirty image of coal, coal companies such as 
E.ON are developing and promoting a number of processes to 
allow industry boosters to attach the adjective 'clean' before the 
word coal.

Some pollutants, such as sulfur dioxide, are removed before the 
waste  products  are  released  into  the  atmosphere.  While  this 
does  lead  to  slightly  lower  levels  of  air  pollution,  the  same 
amount of greenhouse gases are released. 
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E.ON claim that their proposed new coal power station will be 
'Carbon Capture Ready'. However the process of carbon capture 
has yet to be demonstrated to work on a commercial scale. Even 
if carbon capture should be proven to work at some point in the 
future, there is no legal requirement or deadline for adding the 
(very expensive) carbon capture technology. 

Despite  the  hype from E.ON,  coal  is  still  the  dirtiest  power 
source, and 'clean coal' is little more than a distraction from the 
real  solutions  to  climate  change:  reducing  consumption,  and 
increasing  the  amount  of  power  generated  from  renewable 
sources. 

While  they  try  to  brand  themselves  as  a  green 
energy  company  of  the  future,  E.ON  is  looking 
more like an irresponsible fossil fuel dinosaur.

Today  E.ON  will 
undoubtedly  be  promoting 
their  green  credentials. 
However in the UK E.ON's 
portfolio  accounts  for  just 
2%  of  energy  generated, 
with  coal  accounting  for 
61%.  While  investment  in 
renewables  is  to  be 
applauded,  new  power 
capacity  from  renewables 
should  go  along-side  a 
reduction in fossil fuel use - 
not an increase! 
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