Conrad Clifford, CEO

Virgin Nigeria 
North Terminal 
London Gatwick Airport, 
West Sussex, 
RH6 0NP, 
Fax: 01293 448035

Email: customer.relations@virginnigeria.com
Dear Conrad Clifford, 

I am writing to you regarding Bridget and Osaivibie O’Koro; due to be forcibly removed from the UK to Nigeria on Saturday 5th July on Virgin Nigeria Airways flight VK296 from Heathrow to Lagos @ 22.30hrs.

Bridget had to flee Nigeria because she'd had a relationship with a man who was not a member of her Hausa tribe and was not a Muslim like her. When she became pregnant her father and members of the local Islamic Council threatened to kill her.

Five months after Bridget arrived in the UK, her daughter, Osaivbie, was born in October 2004. In March 2005, Bridget and her daughter had their asylum case refused by the Home Office. Then in November 2005, one week after her daughter's first birthday, and after living in Manchester for eighteen months, Bridget and her year old baby were told to come to live in Glasgow.

In August 2006, Bridget and her daughter were one of about forty families in Glasgow who were told to voluntarily self check in at Glasgow airport for a removal flight back to their country of origin.

Unable to get her lawyer to help her in the short time available, Bridget did not go to the airport, just like all but one of the other forty families. Terrified that she and her daughter would be arrested by immigration officials and put in a detention centre the next time she went to report because she had not gone to the airport, Bridget stopped going to report at the Home Office.

Bridget and Osaivbie then spent nine months sleeping on the floors of friends and supporters in Glasgow and living without any money until her lawyer lodged a fresh case in June 2007.

In August last year, the Home Office sent Bridget and her daughter a questionnaire as part of the 'legacy review' process being carried out on asylum cases made before April 2007.

Two weeks before Christmas, Bridget was given a letter telling her that her application for leave to remain under the legacy review had been refused on the grounds that she and her daughter “have not resided long enough in the UK to have established any significant strength of connections,” and because she had failed to report for 10 months.

Bridget's lawyer lodged an appeal on Human Rights grounds but this was rejected after the Immigration Judge decided that the Legacy review was no different from any other asylum process and that it mainly dealt with cases that had not yet been resolved.

It is not true to say that Bridget has not been in the UK long enough to make significant connections with the local community - she has lived here for four years and has made many friends in the local community and many families who have not lived here for as long have been given leave to remain by the Legacy review.  Several families who also absconded have been given leave to remain.

Bridget should not be punished because she failed to go to the voluntary self-check in at Glasgow airport a year ago. As a young single mother with a twenty one month old daughter she was terrified about being forced to return to Nigeria.

The UK Home Office says it is up to the carrier, whether they carry deportees!
Please do not force this young family to return to their possible persecution; by refusing to carry them onboard your flight you are giving them the opportunity to continue the new lives they have built for themselves here, in their Glasgow home within the community they are now part of. 

Yours Sincerely,
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