Rt. Hon Jacqui Smith, MP

Secretary of State for the Home Office

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham St

London SW1 4DF

Fax: 020 8760 3132
Dear Home Secretary,

                             Rebecca Lutayakamya and her son Darren from Uganda, were detained by the UK Border Agency in Glasgow when she went to report on Tuesday 29th April, they have been in detention since. They are currently in Yarl’s Wood IRC and due to be forcibly removed from the UK to Uganda on Thursday 3rd July on British Airways flight BA63 to Entebbe @ 21:10
I have made myself familiar with the case of Rebecca and Darren Lutayakumya (Port Reference GLE/ 2045616)

Rebecca Lutayakumya is a thirty year old single mother who in the face of a great number of difficulties has struggled to provide a safe home in the UK for her two year old son Darren.

Rebecca is a victim of abuse from her father, a senior member of the Lords Resistance Army and cousin of Raska Lukwiya, one of the senior commanders of the LRA who the International Criminal Court issued a warrant for arrest for murder, rape and for forcibly enlisting children and killed in fighting with Ugandan forces in 2006.

Because of her close connection to high-ranking members of the LRA, Rebecca is not just in danger from her father but also from members of the Lord’s Resistance Army as well as Ugandan government authorities.

The Human Rights situation in Uganda continues to deteriorate with further breakdowns in the fragile peace process.

U.S.A Country Reports on Human Rights Practices  - Uganda 2007
The government's human rights record remained poor; serious problems remained, including unlawful killings by security forces; instances of torture and abuse of suspects by security forces;  violence and discrimination against women and children, including female genital mutilation (FGM) and sexual abuse of children; trafficking in persons; violence and discrimination against persons with disabilities and homosexuals; and forced labor, including by children.

Human Rights Watch world report - Uganda 2007
Uganda: In a continuing effort to hobble the political opposition, security agents interfered with the judiciary a they had done in 2005 and used heavy-handed police tactics in dealing with demonstrations. Soldiers engaged in law enforcement operations in the northeastern region of Karamoja improved their performance after international criticism of human rights abuses, but nonetheless committed grave violations in 2007

· At the same time as a forcibly returned asylum seeker, Rebecca and her son are in a real danger of being arrested at Entebbe airport by Ugandan authorities in the same way as cases revealed in the Guardian dated August 23, 2006, in which “Based on fresh evidence about human rights atrocities in Uganda gathered by Dr Ben Knighton, a highly qualified academic specialising in east Africa, they argued that, given current attitudes in Kampala towards asylum seekers rejected by the UK, both are at considerable risk if returned.”
I ask you to exercise your powers of discretion, release Rebecca and Darren and allow them to remain in the UK.

Yours sincerely
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