Rt. Hon Jacqui Smith MP 

Secretary of State for the Home Office 

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham Street

London   SW1P 4DF

Fax: 020 8760 3132
 

Dear Ms. Smith,

Re: Charly Julienne Mbongue Ndongo and her 4 month old baby, Kiefer Nkana Moudiki, Home Office ref: N1119936.

I am writing to you regarding Charly Julienne Mbongue Ndongo and her 4 month old baby, Kiefer Nkana Moudiki (born in England) currently detained in Yarl’s Wood IRC; due to be forcibly removed on Thursday 14th February 2008 on Brussels Airlines flight SN2050 at 06:30 from Birmingham Airport to Brussels and onward to Douala Cameroon.

Charly is a supporter and a member of the Southern Cameroon National Council (SCNC). She became active within the SCNC due to her strong bond with her fiancé who is an English speaker and father of her first child. Charly also supports the aims of the SCNC that promotes equal opportunity amongst all Cameroonian irrespective of language sex, religion, and ethnicity. Charly joined the SCNC just after her fiancé was condemned by the Cameroonian government and locked up for being member of the SCNC. 

She attended many rallies in North West and Littoral Province where she is from. Many rallies resulted in confrontations with the police and consequently people were shot and some lost their lives. Charly was several times arrested and detained by local gendarmerie in prison and police stations in Douala. Charly was repeatedly physically and mentally abused during her detention. The gendarmes in Bamenda burned her business to the ground.

Despite all this inhuman treatment inflicted on Charly by state authorities, she was still taking part in manifestations and meetings organized by SCNC. As a result she was targeted even more by the authorities. Having made her life impossible in Bamenda and in Douala, Charly left Cameroon to seek asylum in the UK in early 2006, leaving behind her son.

Charly's asylum claim was refused on grounds of lack of credibility ; the Home Office simply refused to believe that she was targeted by the Cameroonian authorities as well as the trauma she had undergone in prison and police stations. 

Charly made a fresh claim to no avail and the Home Office told her to leave her accommodation.

Homeless, Charly was invited to come to Leeds by a friend. With the help of the Refugee Legal Centre in Leeds, she made a fresh claim that was accepted and with the help of charity organizations (PAFRAS, LASSN) she applied successfully for section 4 accommodation.

She met Parfait Nkana Nkana in June 2006 and they formed a very strong relationship; strong enough to start a family and Kiefer Nkana Moudiki was born in September 2007. Parfait is also from Cameroon, is seeking refugee status and has permission to work whilst his claim is processed.

The first Charly new of her new claim being refused was in the early hours of Tuesday 29th January when immigration/police came to arrest her with her baby and transported them to Yarl's Wood IRC.  If the Home Office send her back to Cameroon, it may be to face those who she says tortured her there.

We, her friends in Leeds, are concerned that if Charly is returned to Cameroon, she will once again come to the attention of the very hostile Cameroon authorities and if incarcerated by them, there will be no one to look after baby Kiefer.

I hope very much that you will stay the removal of the family and reconsider their case, as I believe that they should be given every possible opportunity to continue their contribution to their Leeds community.

Yours Sincerely,
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