Rt. Hon Jacqui Smith, MP
Secretary of State for the Home Office

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham St

London SW1 4DF

Fax:  020 7035 3262

Dear Home Secretary

Re: Brigitte Kamtcheu and daughter Lizzie Kamtcheu, Home Office Ref: K1259437 currently detained in Yarl’s Wood IRC, facing forced removal to Cameroon on Tuesday 29 January 2008 on Kenya Airways flight KQ101  @ 19:00 from London Heathrow terminal 4 to Nairobi, and onward to Douala Cameroon. And her partner Bernard Kamtcheu Home Office ref: K1129955, currently detained in Campsfield IRC and booked on the same flight.
I am familiar with the case of Brigitte Kamtcheu

Brigitte is a supporter and a member of the Southern Cameroon National Council (SCNC). She became active within the SCNC due to her strong bound with her father who is an English speaker. Brigitte also supports the aims of the SCNC that promotes equal opportunity amongst all Cameroonian irrespective of language sex religion and ethnicity. Brigitte joined the SCNC on 1st October 2001 was active until she left Cameroon. 

On 1st October 2001, she attended a rally in Kumbo Stadium with her uncle, the rally resulted in a confrontation with the police and consequently people were shot and some lost their life. Brigitte was arrested and detained for ten days in a local police station, in which time she was raped and beaten by guards. She was released after a demonstration by SCNC supporters outside the police station.

On 1st October 2002 the SCNC organized a requiem mass at Kumbo stadium, which was followed by a silent march. Brigitte also attended the mass. They were confronted by the police who tried to negotiate with them to abandon the event. She was arrested and detained for 21 days, during which time she was again beaten and raped. She was released after signing a document that she will not continue with her activities within the SCNC.

In 2005, she became part of a team distributing SCNC's leaflets in Bonaberi district of Douala.  On 25th of August 2005, Brigitte was arrested while distributing leaflets and taken to the police station at Douala, where she was held for three weeks during which time she was beaten and sexually abused. She was then transferred to the Central Prison Douala New Bell where these abuses continued. She spent two and a half months in this prison and was released by the help of a warder. She was provided with a Cameroonian passport bearing someone's name and her travel to the UK was arranged. 

Brigitte’s asylum claim was refused on grounds of lack of credibility, the Home Office simply refused to believe the trauma she had undergone in Cameroon. Her partner Bernard was already in the UK as he had fled Cameroon in 2002 to the UK, his asylum claim was refused in 2004.
Brigitte was due to be forcibly removed to Cameroon on Wednesday 23rd but the removal was stayed. But new removal directions have been set for Tuesday 29 January 2008 at 19:00 hrs, flight KQ101 to Cameroon via Nairobi. 

The family will be at high risk of detention and possible persecution if returned to Cameroon. Brigitte is concerned about the treatment that she will receive as she has twice had first hand experience of torture within Cameroon cells and prisons under the brutal and inhuman regime of Paul Biya who has ruled the country for more than 25 years. Her partner Bernard has much the same fears.

Please stay the removal of this family, release them from detention so they can be together and conduct an urgent review of their case.
Yours Sincerely,
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