Conrad Clifford, CEO

Virgin Nigeria 
North Terminal 
London Gatwick Airport, 
West Sussex, 
RH6 0NP, 
Fax: 01293 448035
Email: customer.relations@virginnigeria.com
Dear Conrad Clifford, 

I am writing to you regarding Aderonke Falode and her family, who are due to be forcibly removed to Nigeria on Virgin Nigerian Airways flight VK292, leaving Gatwick North Terminal at 10.15 on Thursday 8th November. 

Aderonke arrived here with her young boys seeking asylum following the death of her husband in Nigeria and increasing pressure from her in-laws to marry his brother and relinquish her children and property into the family’s care.

As a Christian, Ronke’s faith does not allow her to marry her (married) brother-in-law, and following threats of violence against her and her property, she felt so unsafe she fled her native Nigeria. Ronke’s case opened on 7 March 2007 and was refused in Belfast on June 2007. She is effectively being persecuted for being Christian and faces the same if returned on Thursday. She will be forced by her dead husband's family to marry her brother-in-law and if she refuses, her children will be taken away from her by the family.  They have already taken her husband’s property in Ronke's absence.  

Ronke and her family have been living in the Imperial Drive area of Belfast, attending Mountpottinger Presbyterian Church – Ronke volunteers in the Charity Shop and sings in the Praise Group; her children attend local schools, Boys' Brigade and Junior Church – one is even being scouted by a top football team.  

Ronke and her family have made a home for themselves in Belfast, integrating, volunteering and making friends.
The UK Home Office says it is up to the carrier, whether they carry deportees!
Please do not force this young family to return to their persecution; by refusing to carry them onboard your flight you are giving them the opportunity to continue the new lives they have built for themselves here, in their Belfast home within the community they are now part of. 

Yours Sincerely,

Name: 

Address:  

City: 



Postcode: 

Country:

            Date: 

