
GATW ICK NO  BORDER CAMP
Th is year sees a resurgence of 

NoBorder cam ps around th e w orld; 
eastw ard expansion of th e EU m eans 
th e w alls of 'Fortress Europe' now  
extend to th e w estern border of 
Uk raine , w h e re  a cam p w as h e ld 
in m id-August. Anoth e r w ill 
h appe n in e arly Nove m be r on 
th e  US/M e xico borde r, and th is 
Se pte m be r saw  th e  first 
NoBorde r cam p in th e  UK.

De spite  a last m inute  
ch ange  of location due  to w e e k s 
of constant police  h arrassm e nt 
of local farm e rs, h undre ds of 
pe ople  atte nde d th e  Gatw ick  
NoBorde r Cam p in W e st Susse x, 
south  of Craw le y. Th e  cam p 
sough t to try to h alt th e  
building of a ne w  de te ntion 
ce ntre  ne arby, and to gath e r 
ide as for th e  figh t against 
m igration control syste m s. 

Th e  cam p program m e  
consiste d of four days of 
w ork sh ops, discussion, and 
prote st, w ith  various actions 
announce d for th e  w e e k  
including a 'Transnational 
De m o' from  Craw le y to th e  
Brook  H ouse  site . Brook  H ouse  
w ill be  Britains large st 
de te ntion ce ntre  for m igrants. 

Th e re  w e re  se ve ral oth e r 
actions including a solidarity 
m arch  in Ne w castle , th e  
occupation of Virgin Atlantic 
tour ope rator office s and a 
block ade  outside  Group 4 ne ar 
Craw le y, and de m onstrations 
outside  Lunar and Ele ctric 
h ouse s re porting ce ntre s in 
Croydon.

It w as before th e G8 2005 in 
Scotland th at initiatives started to 
netw ork  around th e issues of Freedom  
Of Movem ent in th e UK again. A Mak e 
Borders H istory dem o took  place in 
Glasgow  during th e 2005 G8 sum m it 
in Scotland, calling at several 
institutions and com panies involved in 
th e Border Regim e.
During th e follow ing year, No Borders 
groups w ere set up all over th e country, 
in London, Brigh ton, Cardiff, 
Nottingh am , Leeds and oth er cities. 
Regular dem onstrations targeted 
im m igration reporting centres as w ell 
as detention centres.

2006 saw  th e first UK-w ide No 
Borders Gath ering. A year later, 
anoth er gath ering w as h eld in 
Glasgow. Th e initiatives h ad different 
focal points, from  figh ting against 
daw n raids, anti-deportation actions, 
cam paigning against th e point-based 
system , to solidarity w ith  m igrant 
w ork ers (e.g. justice for cleaners) and, 
of course, dem onstrations at 
im m igration prisons. In Glasgow, 
people started Unity, a union by and for 
asylum  see k ers. In London, 
H arm ondsw orth  becam e anoth er 
focus of protests as w ell as building up 
practical support for detainees. Th e 
October 7th  Netw ork  organised a 
dem onstration in London as part of th e 
Transnational Day Of Action for 
m igrants' righ ts. H ow ever, w h en th e 
H om e Office disclosed plans to build a 
new  im m igration prison at Gatw ick , 
th e new  Brook  H ouse becam e a focus 
for th e w h ole netw ork .

Days after th e H om e Office told 
refugees "W e'll do everyth ing w e can to 
send you h om e", 26 m igrant prisoners 
escaped from  Cam psfield, Oxfordsh ire, 
follow ing days of protests. Th e riot w as 
th e latest episode in th e m igrants 
struggle inside detention after th e 
H arm ondsw orth  riots last Novem ber. 
Relentless protests, both  inside and 
outside detention, h ave m anaged to 
put m any detention and deportation 
profiteers on th e m ap. On 17 August, 
activists occupied th e office of XL 
Airw ays in Craw ley to protest against 
th e ch arter airline's role in forceful 
deportations on beh alf of th e H om e 
Office. Several dem onstrations h ave 
protested against planned ch arter 
fligh ts to deport rejected asylum  
see k ers to DR Congo.

No Border Cam p w as 
organised by No Borders groups from  
Birm ingh am , Brigh ton, Glasgow, 
Leeds, London, Nottingh am , Sh effield 
and Cardiff and supported by Barbed 
W ire Britain, Unity, Fem inists Against 
Borders, W est Midlands Antifa, Sex 
Work ers Union, Vapaa Liik k uvuus 
(freedom  of m ovem ent-group in 
Finland), Cam paign to Close 
Cam psfield, No One Is Illegal, Figh t 
Racism ! Figh t Im perialism !, and m any 
m ore.

deleteth eborder.org

NOBORDER.ORG

noborders.org.uk /

noborderslondon.blogspot.com /

NOONE IS ILLEGAL noii.org.uk

Groups such  as No Borders and National Coalition of Anti-Deportation Cam paigns 
(NCADC) effectively engage in th e struggle against border controls, m igrant and refugee 
exploitation, detention and deportation.

Call to Action - No Borders Cam p Mexico-U.S. border Novem ber 5-11, 2007
noborderscam p.org

2 YEARS OF NOBORDERS UK



CLIM ATE CAM P 2007
Sunday, August 12 - Late Saturday nigh t, a field close to H eath row  
airport w as occupied by about 100 people, th e first w ave of setting 
up th e 2007 Cam p For Clim ate Action. Tw in double deck er tripods 
w ere quickly erected and despite being just 800 m etres from  BAA's 
h ead office, it took  th e police tw o h ours to find th e site.
Th e next day m ore th an 300 people continued to set up th is years 
Cam p For Clim ate Action to prepare for a w eek  of 'low  im pact 
living and h igh  im pact direct action'. After BAAs failed injunction, 
th e auth orities tried to m ak e th is as difficult as possible using anti-
terrorist legislation. Clim ate cam pers and local residents responded 
w ith  resourcefulness and determ ination.

DAY 1: After a press conference and an opening m eeting, th e first round of w ork sh ops 
took  place. Th e evening saw  a brief police incursion. Around 7.30pm , approxim ately 
th irty police, back ed by officers in riot gear, entered th e cam p w ith out w arning in an 
attem pt to raid it. W ith  th e ir h ands in th e air, protesters form ed a h um an barrier and 
block ed th e police, before peacefully escorting th em  off th e site.

DAY 2: Work sh ops k ick ed off, covering a w ide range of topics including low -tech  
sanitation, nuclear pow er, clim ate ch ange and global justice, decentralised energy, 
aviation and clim ate ch ange, introduction to perm aculture, and m ovem ent building. 
W ith  Indym edia facilities on-site, th e entire cam psite w i-fi pow ered by w ind generators 
and solar arrays, th ere w ere w ork sh ops on open publish ing, w riting, reporting, and 
digital ph otograph y. About 80 people left cam p to participate in a local m arch  against 
airport expansion, but w ere h eld up by police, penned in and lead tow ard th e perim eter 
of th e airport – alm ost into th e area covered by th e BAA injunction.

DAY 3: At 7am  tw o independent groups of cam paigners from  th e Cam p stopped carbon-
intensive private jets fom  operating at tw o airports in th e south  east. Executive fligh ts at 
Biggin H ill and Farnborough  airports w ere brough t to a standstill by activists concerned 
at th e h uge grow th  in th e use of private jets by business people. 

DAY 4: Activists occupied XL Airw ays offices in Craw ley. Cam paigners also block aded th e 
Departm ent of Transport h eadquarters in London. Several superglued th em selves to th e 
revolving doors and oth er doors w ere ch ained sh ut. Staff inside w ere seen giving 
th um bs up to th e Clim ate Cam pers. Tw o m ore protestors w ere on th e porch  roof w ith  a 
banner reading "No Airport Expansion".

DAY 5: Ch ildren and th eir parents from  around th e UK gath ered at H eath row 's World 
Freigh t Centre to block ade its access road. About 30 cam pers brough t a banner to a 
pick et of strik ing cargo w ork ers at Nippon Express H eath row  depot. Th e w ork ers w ere 
out on strik e against ch anges th at w ould see th em  w ork ing 25% longer h ours for no 
extra pay. Clim ate cam pers w ere k een to sh ow  th eir support. Around 40 activists from  
th e cam p occupied Carm el Agrexco, th e 50% Israeli State-ow ned exporter/distributor of 
illegal settlem ent produce from  Palestine's W est Bank . Th e com pany's offices w ere 
trash ed and th e action ended w ith  five arrests.

DAY 6:  24H RS OF DIRECT ACTION: Sunday saw  
th e start of Clim ate Cam p's 24 h ours of m ass 
action. Th ere w as a banner reading 'Plane Suicide' 
h ung on Colnbrook  Bypass m otorw ay bridge over 
th e M25. Th e banner overlook ed th e traffic going 
north bound, som e of w h ich  exits off tow ards th e 
airport. A BA World Cargo term inal sh ed w as 
block aded by an 8 people lock -on. And a couple of 
h undred people block aded th e BAA h eadquarters 
in H eath row  overnigh t.

DAY 7:     24 H RS OF ACTION SPREADS TH ROUGH OUT ENGLAND
Th e second Day of Action saw  a flurry of direct actions th rough out England despite w idespread abuse of Stop and Search  
pow ers over th e duration of th e cam p. W h ilst th e 24h r block ade of BAA h eadquarters in H eath row  continued, a series of 
protests took  place in different parts of th e country - a block ade of Sizew ell nuclear pow er station; a group super-glued 
th em selves to various entrances of th e BP h ead offices; in Oxford people occupied th e offices of a carbon offset com pany 
called 'Clim ate Care'; w ork  w as disrupted at th e London offices of Bridge Point Capital, th e ow ners of Leeds airport; and a 
battalion of  ten clow ns m ark ed out th e site of a 4th  runw ay in th e garden of Lord Soley, ch airm an of th e H eath row  
Forw ard cam paign.

Clim ate Cam p.org.uk



Th e 4th  Defence System s &  Equipm ent 
International (DSEi) at th e ExCeL Centre in London's 
Docklands w as th e focus of a concerted cam paign in 
response to th e callout for a W eek  of Action. 

Som e actions took  place in advance of th e opening, 
w ith  Arm y recruitm ent adverts subvertised in Oxford, a 
lock -on and w eapons inspection at MSI in Norw ich , and 
th e previous days actions included a pick et of a defence 
conference in Central London, and an action at AW E 
Alderm aston.

Th e opening day, Tuesday 11th  Septem ber, saw  th e 
security cordon around DSEi breach ed sh ortly after 
7.30am , by about 20 activists. Later a solidarity block ade of 
BAE took  place in Manch ester, about 80 people joined a 
CAAT m arch  and rally, and about 50 cyclists arrived at 
Custom  H ouse DLR station from  a critical m ass style ride. 
Tw o people w ere arrested after 'rivers of blood' w ere 
poured onto th e ram parts of th e Arm s Fair venue.

Space H ijack ers m anaged to get a tank  and sound 
system  to th e m ain entrance of ExCeL after diverting th e 
police w ith  anoth er decoy tank . Th ey auctioned off th e tank  
and invited th e 200 strong crow d to a party against th e 
arm s fair to let th e fair's delegates k now  w h at th ey th ink  
about th eir m urderous business.

On th e Th ursday evening, th e arm s dealers 
attended th eir 'Dinner of Death ' at th e Dorch ester H otel. A 
h eavily policed but noisy pick et took  place, w h ile a Critical 
Mass ride of about 50 cyclists w as prevented from  reach ing 
th e h otel. Earlier in th e day, th e Princess of Wales fountain 
w as dyed blood red to com m em orate victim s of cluster 
bom bs.

DISARM DSEI: dsei.org

DSEi 2007: 
A W EEK OF ACTION AGAINST TH E ARMS TRADE

For over 3 years, Brigh ton residents h ave been 
cam paigning to close dow n local arm s m anufacturers EDO 
MBM, a subsidiary of EDO Corp, a US-based arm s 
m ultinational. EDO MBM's m ilitary products include bom b 
rack s, release clips and arm ing m ech anism s for w arplanes 
lik e th e F-16 and Apach e h elicopters. Th ey h ave contracts 
w ith  th e UK Ministry of Defence and US arm s giant 
Rayth eon relating to th e release m ech anism s of th e 
Pavew ay bom b system , th e m ost used m issile in th e aerial 
bom bardm ent of Iraq. EDO MBM also sell w eapons 
com ponents used by th e Israeli m ilitary on Palestinians.

From  27 to 30 August, Sm ash EDO h eld an action 
cam p in th e W ild Park , close to Mouslecoom b Station in 
Brigh ton. Th e cam p aim ed to be a tim e to h old creative 
direct actions against th e arm s trade and a forum  to discuss 
th e anti-arm s trade m ovem ent, but on Tuesday afternoon 
police forcibly m oved in and rem oved th e cam p's 
infrastructure using a nineteenth  century by-law. Despite 
police repression m ost cam pers rem ained put, new  
provisions w ere brough t in, and activists m aintained th e 
cam p w h ilst carrying out a series of daily actions.

Th e cam paign h as included rooftop occupations, 
block ades, creative protests and every W ednesday from  4-6 
a noise dem o tak es place outside th e EDO MBM factory. 
Th is w as th e th ird peace cam p of th e cam paign. Th e first 
cam p in 2004 m obilised local support and ended w ith  a 
rooftop occupation of th e factory. Sussex police, 
accom panied by a h elicopter and dogs, raided th e cam p in 
2005 and tried to sh ut it dow n. H ow ever th e local council 
told th e police th ey h ad no intention to close th e cam p 
w h ich  w as on council land. Last sum m er, protests at th e 
factory focused on th e Israeli bom bardm ent of Lebanon, 
w h ich  k illed over 1,000 civilians; th ere w as a rooftop 
occupation and tw o block ades of th e gates. 

In 2005, EDO MBM attem pted to quash  th e 
cam paign w ith  an injunction under th e Protection from  
H arrassm ent Act (PH A) w ith  th e h elp of notorious anti-
protest law yer Tim oth y Law son-Cruttenden. Th e Injunction 
collapsed a year later, costing EDO around £1m  in costs 
and w ith  com pensation aw arded to th e protesters 
representing th em selves. 

During th e cam paign over 40 protesters h ave been 
arrested w ith  th e vast m ajority resulting in acquittals or not 
even going to trial. Tw o protesters spent a w eek  on rem and 
before h aving cases against th em  dropped. Since th e 
cam paign began EDO MBM boss David Jones and eigh t 
oth er directors h ave resigned and EDO MBM h ave been 
forced to close a m ajor section of th eir business.

sm ash edo.org.uk

Smash  EDO Action Camp

DAY OF ACTIONS AGAINST ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND

On 15th  October local groups form ed to m obilise for th is 
year's Clim ate Cam p  took  action against th e Royal Bank  of 
Scotland, a m ajor back er of th e aviation industry and th e w orld's 
self-described ‘Oil and Gas Bank ’. Over 25 protests and actions 
took  place in London, Manch ester, Sh effield, Norw ich , Cam bridge, 
Oxford, Edinburgh , Bristol, Aberystw yth , Cardiff, Bath  Bradford 
and St Andrew s, w ith  H eadquarters being targetted, local 
branch es occupied or lock s glued, and m any banners letting th e 
public k now  about th e bank s role in clim ate crim es.

A Sh effield-based group w rote; "RBS is h elping force open 
th e carbon frontier, financing controversial projects in Nigeria, th e 
Caucasus and Wales. Its involvem ent in Angolan and Nigerian oil 
fields encourages corruption and conflict, w h ile gas projects from  
th e Arabian Gulf to th e Gulf of Mexico th reaten environm ental 
destruction.

RBS-NatWest publicly prom otes itself as "Th e Oil &  Gas 
Bank". Th ey provide th e financial fuel th at is accelerating clim ate 
ch ange. W ith out th ese loans to oil and gas corporations th e 
projects w ould not h appen. It is estim ated th at in 2006 th e bank  
provided over $10 billion to fossil fuels – m ore th an five tim es th at 
provided to renew able energy. RBS provide oil corporations w ith  
loans to build new  m assively ecologically detrim ental drilling rigs, 
pipelines and oil tank ers. And th rough  Aviation Capital, RBS h elps 
airlines to launch  ever m ore planes – and carbon em issions – into 
th e sk ies. From  th e Niger Delta to th e Arctic, from  th e North  Sea to 
th e Middle East, RBS loans play a k ey role in forcing open th e new  
carbon frontier, w h ich  contributes to environm ental destruction, 
disruption of indigenous peoples and increased conflict across th e 
planet.

Th e day of action w as called by th e UK Rising Tide 
Netw ork  at th is years Cam p for Clim ate Action:

risingtide.org.uk



RAMPART UPDATE
After th ree and a h alf years th ere rem ains no 

indication th at th e building is w anted for redevelopm ent in 
th e near future. Since th e clim ate cam p th ere h ave been 
suggestions th at th e ram pART sh ould h ave an eco refit w ith  
rainw ater h arvesting, grey w ater flush es, perh aps even 
com post toilets and renew able energy. Meanw h ile, th e w alls 
on th e first floor h ave been rem oved to create a larger room  
for m eetings of up to 50 people. 

Th e current collective is k een to get m ore input and 
regular involvem ent from  groups th at use or w ould lik e to 
use th e building and th ere are plans for  users  gath ering. 
Unlik e th e m ore practical organising th at tak es place at th e 
norm al w eekly m eetings, th is gath ering w ould be m ore a 
consultation, an opportunity for  everyone to consider th e 
current and potential role of th e social center to different 
groups and cam paigns. It w ould also be a ch ance for people 
not fam iliar w ith  th e collective to gain greater 
understanding of th e decision-m ak ing processes, practical 
issues and problem s related to th e project.

Also on th e h orizon is an assem bly of as m any 
different London-based cam paigning groups as possible, 
along th e lines of th e long defunct 'London Underground' or 
'Radical Assem bly' th at used to tak e place in London, 
Brigh ton and elsew h ere at various tim es. Th e general 
form at w ould be a go-round in w h ich  each  group h as a 
couple of m inutes to say w h at th ey are currently up to and 
w h at people can do to get involved. After th ere m igh t be 
som e discussion to h elp link  up collaborations or spin-off 
m eetings and actions, follow ed by a quiet social evening, 
food and drink  in order to allow  inform al netw ork ing.

Th e aim  is to h elp create a greater sense of unity 
betw een disparate groups, link  up individuals to oth ers 
w ork ing in th eir location or area of interest, reduce 
duplication of efforts and avoidable clash es and generally 
h elp to strength en 'th e m ovem ent'. Initially th is w ould be a 
one-off event alth ough  th e h ope is th at it w ill prove useful 
and generate m om entum  to becom e a regular assem bly, 
perh aps h osted on rotation in different parts of London.

To stay inform ed, subscribe to th e ram pART m ailing list via
h ttps://lists.riseup.net/w w w /subscribe/ram part

W OULD YOU LIKE FREE SMS ALERTS ABOUT SOCIAL 
CENTER GIGS AND EVENTS?
Text 'follow  londonscn' to 07624801423 th en reply w ith  a 
nam e of your ch oice as instructed to confirm .

CAMBERW ELL SQUAT UPDATE

A bunch  of local South  Londoners opened up a 
building in Cam berw ell, South  London, in m id March  and 
set it up to run it as a social space. After a lot of w ork  fixing 
and repairing, th e space w as open for a cafe, and social 
nigh ts w ith  film s, talk s and parties w ith in w eek s.

Th e old Good Food Cafe at 19 2 Warh am  Street, 
Cam berw ell, South  London, h ad been left em pty for about a 
year, w ith  no electricity and w ith  w ater pouring from  ripped 
out pipes, dam p and dark .

After a few  adventurous nigh ts, it w as se ized by 
som e local troublem ak ers on 10th  March  2007, painted, 
plum bed, electrified, repaired and turned into a com m unal 
space for use as a cafe, bar, cinem a, m eeting space, and 
m uch  m ore. Th e alleged ow ners, after som e ranting, at first 
agreed to leave us th ere for 6 m onth s, since th eir
plans involved k nock ing th e building dow n, and th ey h ave 
no im m ediate planning perm ission. H ow ever th ey later 
ch anged th eir m inds and took  us to court and after a few  
adjournm ents, th e case justice system  once again struck  in 
favour of property.

In th e m eantim e a collective grew  up, consisting 
m ainly of people living locally,  som e of  th em  long tim e 
activists, som e m ore recent arrivals...w ith  lots of energy and 
ideas for events, but still w anting m ore, from  oth er groups 
and individuals. Apart from  th e ideas com ing out from  th e 
group, th e building h oused events by Indym edia, Reel 
New s, No Borders, State of Em ergency and m ore.

One of th e m ain lessons of th e five and a h alf 
m onth s w e spent in th e squat is th at th ere is a h uge energy 
and potential for organising, getting events and  action 
togeth er in th e Cam berw ell area.

W e w ant to say th ank s to all th e local crow d, regular 
attenders, and w ider scene w h o supported th e Centre, 
cam e to our events, h elped w ith  building and cleaning, h eld 
th eir ow n nigh ts and generally gave us a h and or stopped 
by to talk ... and specially th e anonym ous one/s w h o 
splattered just h ow  m uch  th ey m iss us all over th e boards 
around th e building th e very day w e w ere evicted. You 
m ade th e space as m uch  as w e did. W e h ope w e  w ill see 
you soon, in a new  space, in oth er local projects... Th e 
struggle continues.

CONTACT US:
black frog@ alph abetth reat.co.uk

NEXT TO NOW H ERE: Liverpools New  Social centre

Saturday 15th  Septem ber th e door w as unlock ed at 
Next To Now h ere in Bold Street, and Liverpool's new  social 
centre w as 'officially' opened w ith  a w h ole w eek  of events, 
starting w ith  a party and ending w ith  a film  nigh t: a Oaxaca 
info nigh t w ith  an Indym edia activist from  Oaxaca speak ing 
about recent struggles against th e state governm ent th ere; 
an Indym edia info nigh t; Merseyside Anarch ist Group 
'Introduction to Anarch ism ; and a play - 'Th e Boy W h o 
Dropped an Egg on th e World'.

Next to Now h ere is a radical social centre built and 
run by activists from  th e Merseyside area. Th ey h ave a 
vegan cafe, a free to use com puter suite and gig and 
m eeting spaces. Th e social centre is run by th e Social Centre 
Collective, a group of activists w h o cam e togeth er th rough  
th e Liverpool Social Forum . 

liverpoolsocialcentre.org socialcentresnetw ork .org.uk




