Fax: 020 7035 3262
To: Secretary for State Jacqui Smith
Re: Forced Removal of Ponniah Uthayakumar,Uthayakumar Saroja Devi, Uthayakumar Kawsika (Home Office ref P1046770) on flight UL 506 .
On Wednesday 5th September the Uthayakumars, a Tamil family from Sri Lanka, were snatched from their home in Benwell, Newcastle, by immigration police, and taken to Yarls Wood detention centre. They have been given removal directions to Sri Lanka for 2.30pm on Sunday 9th September on flight   UL 506. For reasons of human rights and the family’s health and safety we are asking that their removal be halted to allow for a fresh review of their case, and further that they be granted leave to remain in Britain, where they are an important part of our community. 
In the first six months of 2007 547 people were killed in Sri Lanka and 396 disappeared. Over 70% of those killed were Tamil, despite the fact that Tamils make up only 16% of the total population. There have been many cases of Tamil refugees deported to Sri Lanka being immediately arrested, and many have still not been released. In August 2007 a Tamil refugee, LP, won a legal case to change the Home Office country guidance on Sri Lanka. Of the key risk factors listed in the case as endangering refused asylum seekers returning to Sri Lanka, the Uthayakumar family are affected by their Tamil ethnicity, their suspected involvement in LTTE, family members with suspected involvement in LTTE, and their illegal departure from Sri Lanka.  
The Uthayakumar family have been in Britain just under seven years and have strong links with the local community. On the day they were snatched by immigration the daughter of the family, Kawsika, was due to start Year 10 at St. Mary’s comprehensive. The school’s deputy head stated:

“Kowsika joined our school in September 2004 and is a valuable and well liked member of our school community. She is extremely hard working and conscientious and she has an excellent attendance record. It would be a travesty if Kowsika were forced to leave at this stage of her education. She is certainly an asset to our school and this country.”
Ponniah Uthayakumar suffers from cholesterol and high blood pressure, which would be severely exacerbated by the stress of deportation to a situation of extreme danger.  
Tyneside Community Action for Refugees opposes the racist and degrading treatment of this and every asylum seeking family by the current Labour Government. While families continue to be dragged from their homes, into detention centres and onto planes against their will then we will continue to oppose and expose the shameful actions of the Home Office on the streets and in the media.
We are happy to receive any response from the Home Office via our email tynesidecarn@yahoo.co.uk


Yours Sincerely,

