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Sanctuary in Swansea for the Dadkhah Family

We the undersigned have made ourselves familiar with the plight of the Dadkhah family. (H.O. Ref: D1085853/ A1196387)
Farzaneh Dadkhah is an Iranian political activist who, together with her daughters, Syed and Romisa has been refused asylum in the UK and is in fear of destitution and deportation.

Farzaneh, Syed and Romisa came to the UK in August 2003 and claimed asylum on arrival. A series of judgements on their case between October 2003 and October 2005 found first against her and then in her favour, with the second Immigration Judge commentating that the first rejection was “perverse and fatally flawed”. However, the Home Office appealed and in October 2005, Farzaneh's claim for asylum was again rejected. 

The main reason given for refusal was that of credibility; the Judge did not accept that Farzaneh was political even though there was film documentation of her involvement and a letter from her doctor confirming that she had been tortured while in prison. The Judge also claimed that the court document sentencing Romisa to 16 years imprisonment in her absence was not in her name; this is not true.

Anyone who has met Farzaneh can tell that she is a serious, political individual, deeply committed to Human Rights. Since she came to the UK she has continued to campaign against the repressive Iranian state and has been photographed demonstrating outside the Iranian embassy.

This warm, generous family is a real asset to Swansea. They have excellent relations with their neighbours and many friends. After arriving in the UK Farzaneh and her youngest daughter worked hard to learn English. Farzaneh volunteers with a drop in centre for a local charity, she is involved in political activity with the National Resistance Council of Iran, she works for Women's Rights in Iran. Locally she has many friends in the community, local art gallery and the city Women's centre. The youngest daughter performed very well in her Catholic school managing to achieve 7 GCSEs through the English language within 2 years of arrival. She is now studying in an FE college for A levels in Law, Spanish, Psychology and Persian. She wants to be a lawyer and volunteers with a legal charity helping asylum seekers.

The eldest daughter, Romisa, who has a claim in her own right, is currently a student of medical genetics in Swansea University dependent on friends to pay her fees as an 'overseas student'. She volunteers with the Red Cross and with other local charities

Swansea does not want to lose this family, please reconsider their case and allow them to remain in Swansea
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Please return signed petitions to: ‘Dadkhah Family Campaign’
C/o Swansea Bay Asylum Seekers Support Group, The Retreat, 2 Humphrey Street, Swansea, SA1 6BG
