News exclusive
The Blair legacy – by Kwame Osei




With just weeks to go before Tony Blair steps down as British Prime minister, we thought it appropriate to analyze Blair’s legacy particularly as far as Africa is concerned.

Tony Blair who just recently celebrated 10 years in office came into power in 1997 on a tidal wave of enthusiasm and hope following the long years of Thatcherism and the Conservative administration.

Prior to this in 1994 Blair was elected as leader of the Labour Party following the untimely death of John Smith, the previous leader.  Blair was seen by many in the Labour rank and file and in the country as the person who could make labour electable again.

After having lost 4 General elections in a row, the Labour party needed a new direction.  Blair was the man to give them that much needed change of direction by ditching some of their cherished socialist values like clause 4 and implementing a social democratic agenda.

Whilst some in the Labour movement saw this as tampering with the core principles of the party, many saw it as the modernization that was needed to make the party electable and take the party to a new audience such as the affluent and influential middle chattering classes of England who had previously shied away from the Labour party.

The result of this modernization and the mood of Britain enabled Blair and New Labour, as it was re-branded, to sweep into 10 Downing Street with an enormous working majority.

One of Blair’s themes was Education, Education, Education.  As such he set out to modernize the British education system by making the curriculum more relevant to the needs of British industry and making it competitive with its global rivals.

As such billions of pounds were pumped into the education system in Britain and this was the start of Tony Blair and the New Labour project.

Subsequently the Blair administration began to modernize the public sector, health, transport and other core aspects of British society.

These modernization programmes were met at times with mistrust from the trade unions who accused Blair of selling out the working masses in favour of big business.  However, these reforms were passed through the houses of parliament and have now become part and parcel of the British way of doing things.

It is undeniable that after 10 years of Tony Blair and the New Labour project that he has left some kind of mark on British society and in some cases for its betterment.

However, his legacy will always be tainted in some quarters because of his alliance with US president George W Bush and particularly the war in Iraq which has seen more than 200 British soldiers lose their lives.

Despite the protects at Westminster that culminated in one of the biggest rallies ever seen in London, despite the lack of credible evidence to the contrary, despite the resignations of prominent ministers and despite the calls from the majority of people in the UK, Blair took the decision to send the UK to war with Iraq.

This war undoubtedly has made some question Blair’s judgment given what we now know to be true and given the current quagmire in Iraq.

As far as Blair’s legacy to Africa is concerned, Africa and her children will judge Blair badly because having been given the opportunity of making Africa a central theme at the 2005 G8 summit in Gleneagles, the reality is that Blair has failed the African continent.  
Blair once described Africa as “a scar on the conscience of the world” but this analysis failed to take into consideration the historical and economical circumstances that have made Africa a “scare on the conscience of the world”.
So Blair had the golden opportunity to make Africa the focus of people’s attention but subsequent events (in the form of the 7/7 bombings in London) took his eye off the African ball and as such failed to deliver to Africa and the world the focus that Africa really needed.
Although he was instrumental in the issue of debt relief for African countries, the reality is that only a small amount of debt cancellation was given to Africa, with other debt cancellation pending on how African countries implement corrupt IMF and World Bank policies that in essence destroy the African economy.

He also failed to persuade a number of the G8 leaders to cancel Africa’s debt and also failed to agree on a substantive aid package for African countries and to agree on the amount of aid that should come from the GNP of the G8.  

This amount currently stands at 0.07% of the Gross National Product (GNP) and all of the G8 countries fall short of this amount.

Blair’s legacy to Africa is also tainted by his failure to accept the magnitude of the role Britain played in the enslavement of African people by issuing a somewhat benign ‘apology’ for Britain’s role in this shocking episode of world history.

This was further compounded by his refusal to even recognize the issue of reparations that many African grassroots organizations in Britain were calling for as an attempt for Britain to really address its role in the enslavement of African people.
Blair’s Africa legacy is also tainted by his administration having a flawed Africa policy. This was greatly highlighted by his selective approach to dealing with certain African issues.

For example with the Zimbabwe issue, he vehemently criticized the Mugabe regime for taking Zimbabwe back to the dark ages without understanding the immense role British imperialism played in that country particularly the likes of Cecil Rhodes and Ian Smith who war responsible for the apartheid like situation that existed in the country until 1980 and also whose barbaric actions led to African people in Zimbabwe losing their land.

The FACT that he chose to ignore this aspect of British history and further ignored the fact that at the ZIMCORD conference soon after Zimbabwe gained independence and also at the Lancaster House Agreement where Britain PROMISED to finance the re-distribution of land to landless Africans and secretly with other British political figures financing the puppet MDC (Movement for Demoncratic Change) showed Blair’s hypocrisy of the highest proportions.

Also in the case of Sierra Leone taking the plaudits for Britain’s so-called role in Bringing peace to that country when in FACT it was ECOWAS troops spearheaded by the Nigerians that brought peace to Sierra Leone. 

So as Tony Blair begins his last days in office history as far as Africa and her people are concerned will judge him badly because he had a golden opportunity to put the focus of the world’s attention on Africa but squandered it.
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