Liam Byrne

Minister for Immigration 

Home Office

3rd Floor, Peel Building

2 Marsham Street

London, SW1P 4DF

Dear Mr Byrne,

                            Re: Solange Nlandu Therese Nsingu, Home office ref: N220851 

I am writing to you to ask you to reconsider your intended removal of Solange Nlandu Therese Nsingu, an asylum seeker from Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

Solange came to the UK from DR Congo in April 1998. She had been a prominent member of an association Mutualité de Bosenge (MUBO), actively campaigning for peace and democracy at a time when the country was involved in a bitter struggle between the warring factions of Mobutu and Laurent D Kabila. However, the members of this association met hostility from both camps and Solange's participation in demonstrations and marches finally got her arrested. After a period of imprisonment and torture, an uncle helped to secure her release and she was helped to leave the country and to come to Europe. 

Since Solange's arrival in the UK she has adjusted well to British life, studying and working to support herself. Six years ago she married Ilunga Tshibangu also a refugee from DR Congo. Ilunga arrived here in 1994 and was granted indefinite leave to remain the same year.

Now, after eight years, the Home Office have decided to remove Solange to a country she barely knows any more, separating her from her husband and causing immeasurable heartache and difficulty for both of them. It will also wrench her away from the deep friendships and relationships she has formed here within her local community that have grown to love her, from her support structures, from her future. 

After the best part of a decade spent adjusting her life and aspirations to a new country, of forming solid bonds and putting down firm roots. Requiring Solange to go back to Kinshasa, one of the world's worst living slums, where insecurity pervades every corner of human existence and eking out a living is practically impossible. War continues in the East of the country.

Please allow Solange to continue her life in the UK with her husband and the friends who love her. She's been here for eight years. That must count for something. 

Yours Sincerely,

Name: …………………………………………………………………………..

Address: ………………………………………………………………………..

City: ………………………………….                    Postcode: ………………………………………..

Country: ………………………………..                 Date: …………………………………………

