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On Satuday 6th May No Chains pitthed up
ouside a well known nomion fast food
empardum on Mill Road and gave away free
food (and advics) toprospective customers.

This istobe the start of campaign totry and
stop Mill roed ending up locking like the restof
the city centre — and many athers around the
country — fill f capaae franchises, as
opposed to lacal businesses which keep the
money in their commurity rather than expating
t fiom their host city fr their CEOs' and
sharehdlders' benefitonly as multinabianals do.

There was much iteest from local
residents, with 209%adio coming along to
Interview activists and passersby, as well as
the addon getting the suppat of Labour
ocouncilla-Kevin Blencowe, who prafesses tobe
Old Labour!

One member of the Constabulary came
along to iIvestcebe, bk was happy fixr the
adion to contdnue as there was no majar
disugion to locals teking glace, although
Subway may beg todiffert

Many people helped themselves to the free
homemade vegan snacks on offe; and signed
the No Chains petitians, so all tdled a vexy
successfil start 1o what many hope willbe a
fraitfill campaign. No pun irtended.

The NHS inCrisis

11.04.2006

Crisis can be an overused ward, but inthe case
oftheNHS irsdiffiaittoget across the scaleof
the prddem without using i Three quarters of
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the NHS tusts in the UK are repating thet
financial deficits are facing them tomake some
form of cut backs this financidl year.

But, hdd on. The govemment says i's
putting mare money ito the NHS than ever
befare. Far once the govamment is tdling the
tnth — they are spending farmare on the NHS
how on earth can they bath be true?

The answer is simple, #'s not a question of
how much money, but where it goes. Private
comparnies have become mare deeply
entrenched in the health service than ever
befae, on a leEl that would have been

When the Tades began this process the idea
was sinple. ¥ they were to sell off the NHS it
was notposside tosell inone piece, because
there was no single company aldle to teke on
one of the lagest employers in the wardd. Just
lke with the railvays, by slidng the service irto
bite sized chunks they hoped to encourage
ptental buyers and promote  competition
between previous allies.

Work thetmay have previously been done by
NHS employees, butwas not directly healthcare
rdaed, lke deaning ar caeding, was aften
famed out to the privete sectar; at greaber cost,
poaer savice and far warsened warking
conditions. Outsourcing has now become the
nam raher than the exoepdon: wak is
oconsisently famed ot (wder pudic
procurement) 1o companies like Capita, whose
boss Rod Aldridge gave a million pounds in
Joan’ toNew Labour.

Cumrently 25 NHS Tusts have foundadon
status, and their reoard is hardly inspiring, but it
reoard defidts when there are so many pecple
teking their cut. For example, the cost of
operaians has inyeased by 9% purely on the
basis that pdvabe comparnies have a greater
indvement intheirdelivery.

One area of inyeasing costs has been drugs
which accounts firmare than 128 of the NHS
budget, all of which goes irto the coffers of the
drugs companies,.

The belligarent arthodoxy of the market, the
idea of itroducion of fiee competition and
pivake finence has been medled to be
Operating on an uneven playing fidd

The indlications for those who wish to resist
finther atacks has been that arganising
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campaigns and trade unions has become that
much harder.

Take a hospital thet may have once had at
most two employers, now there could six, each
with diffeert savice conditions, each in
one union kranch is an odbstadle that is often
(bitnctalways) insurmountalde.

The Royal Callege of Nursing (RCN) recently
commissicned a repart thet stated thet 70 per
cent of nurses say their tust is strugdling
make ends meet. Nearly 40 per cent of murses
say wards have been closed at theirhospitals in
ader 1o save money. And mare than a quarter
say they know of operations that have been
delayed fir financial, rather then medical

The dffidal govemment figres say that the
to=l defict in the UK fir NHS Trusts is £1.6
killion between 167 Trusts (Hansard) and this
does not inchide offidal "effidency savings” of
£769 miTlion already made thisyear.

Camlridgeshire has to fid £32.2 million
pounds of savings, even though the govemment
"hit squad" admitted that there was nowhere
that cus could be made. Nevertheless the
mental health services are now having to cut
aomnd £3 million from day sevices,
Addentyockes hospital has had todlose at Jeast
one ald pecple’sward and the small Newmarket

hospitdl has cut 16 inpedat beds and the
Young Pecple's Service is fecing a tandifying
lexElof cutbacks.

Tn Cambridge the campaign against these
cuts has begun. There was a very successfill
demo in Camlridge in December, which was
fdowed by a ‘May Day’ demonstrabion on
Saturday 29th April.

NHS Tusts in the Camlridge area have
resated to selling off assets to pay of their
debts but whilst the PCT might be alle to fird
part of this year's £15 million cut, there is a
firther £23 miTlion of cuts expected in fllowing
years and itwill eventually nin out of land and
buildings tosell.

Tteegingly the local Lebour Party has
begun to rail against those who are “prebending
that itisthe govemment that ismaking the cuts.
This is ancther falricetion. The Primary Care



Trusts which are responside for the finding of
the Mental Health Trusts reoeived an 8.4%
Inyease in their budgets from the govemment
this year. They have overspent and have
chosen to pass some of their defict onto the
Mental Health Trust.”

So the Mental Health Trust has to reduce
spending by £3 million pounds and tisncta
aut? How sillyof us tothink so.
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209radio awarded
FM licence

21.04.2006

Ofoom, the UK communications regulay; has
awarded Camhridgebased 209radio a fiveyear
FM Community RadioTicence.

As partdf the Jargest rdbeut of radio stations
seen in Brtain, thare are now 99 across the
ocountry serving local geographic commurnities
and commurnities of irterest. Mare are to fdlow
Iinthis first round of the prooess with a second
wave soon tostart.

209radio has been hroadcasting via the
Ttemet in Camlridge sinoe March 2003 and
has grown fiom humble arigins. From a pdvate
Iving room seing the ciy's vilrart music
scene toan arganisation gearing up tosexrve all,
who wak, e and sady in Camhridge,
209redio ispaised tomake a real contrbubon to
Tife inthe city from new premises.

Coming up

Sat 10 June: 3rd Annual Norwich Anarchist Bookfair— Blackfriar's

Hall, Norwich.

Thu 15 June: Leading US anti-war activist Anthony Arnove
speaking at W aterstones, Sidney Street.

Sat 1 July: East Anglia Social Forum — Norwich.

26 August—4 September: Camp for Climate Action.

Founders Karl Hartland and Tucy Clifton say:
2006 has already been a fartastic year frus:
an immensely successfiil 10 day FM lroadcast
in Felruary, nomination fir a New Statesman
New Media award for the second year nunning
and a move io new custombult radio
premises in the heart of the city: Now after a
Iong wait, the effats of hundreds of peodle and
ocourtless aganisatians, we have arrived!

“We ae a oommunity development
aganisaion who happen to use rdio
lroadcasting as our prmary tod. We exist to
tomake programmes relevart to them, gaining
skillsand making fiends along theway.

“Our main priaites are People, Music and
The Arts and providing access to the media fir
those who may fird itdiffiait to get theirvaices
heard sometimes. We are gaing tobe daing this
in a beautfii, vilrart and sometimes complex
city: Imgmay we do so!”

Immaterial Labour
Conference

Ed Emery o the Univesites Adversitats
aganised the '"Tmmaterial Tabour, Multhdes,
and New Social Sulgjedts: Class Composition in
Cogrmitive Capitalism' confarence in Camhridge
on the weekend of April 28-30th. This feshired
a lage intemational gathering of radicals and
militarts, with a foous on autonomous inquiry in
the digital era. Ewas tohave indided a keynce
by Antanio Negy, co-authar of Empire; however
he was unfahmnately unabe to attend for
personal reasons and this was given by his
adlleague Andrea Fumagalli instead.

This diverse reditionary curernt believes
that the era of the "mabedal ladbor” of the
fadtryry has been superseded by the "immaterial
ldoor" thet inchdes unpaid family wark,
"sarvice with a smile' and the producion of
as computer programming and entertainment.
There is also an imeased foous on the
Cybametic communications of both capital, and
as opposed to vanguard perties, the nabural
antagorism of labour to capitalism and their
ahilty to subvert their own machinery —
incdhuding the Titemet.

Links

Cambridge May Day
Weekend Round Up

03.05.2006

Twas a busy May Day weekend inCamridge.
Starting on Friday, and continuing through to
Sunday, thee was the Immateral Iabour
conference (see artide, leff).

On the Satuday there were pratests about
the mivatisation of the NHS and other puldic
services with a Crtcal Mass and a march
around the city. In the evening there was a
benefit gig fir the Cambridge Campaign
Against the Arms Trade.

On May Day isdlf, actviss visited a
supamarket to hand ot tea and odfee t©
warkers. Tn the evening thee was the Wild
Thyme Commurnity Cafe, which this time raised
finds fir the Camp fir Climate Action, teking
place innarthem England at the end of August.

209radio: http://www.209radio.co.uk/

No Chains: http://www.cambridgeaction. net/nochains

Immaterial Labour Conference:

http://www. geocities.com/immateriallabour/

Keep Our NHS Public: http://www.keepournhspublic.com/
Camp For Climate Action: http://www.climatecamp.org.uk/




