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Campaign for the Sustainable Communities Bill




Have you noticed the following things happening in your community?:

· closure of local independent shops

· closure of the local Post Office

· closure of the local bank branch

· decline of local street markets

· closure of the local pub

· closure of local services e.g. health centres

· green spaces being built on

· more traffic and less people walking on the streets

· less public transport services

· more "clone" branded shops and huge superstores

Local Works is the campaign that aims to change this situation that is known as Ghost Town Britain. Instead we want local sustainability, which has these 4 measurements:

1. thriving local economies



3. social inclusion

2. environmental protection


4. active democratic participation

We want a more ‘bottom-up’ society in which communities are developed and empowered and local authorities and citizens are given a powerful role.

Local Works is campaigning for the Sustainable Communities Bill. If made law the bill will greatly empower local government and communities. Central government will be required to provide for the implementation of local sustainability strategies that local communities will be asked (but not told) to draw up.

These sustainability strategies will have to state ways in which ‘appropriate authorities’ will promote local communities and sustainability according to specified indicators.  These include local services, local jobs, local businesses and economies; measures to reduce social exclusion and increase active citizenship; and environmental measures.  The strategies may set targets for these, and these may differ from area to area. Politics will be turned upside down as local communities are given the power to reverse Ghost Town Britain and decide how the places where they live are developed.

But huge support is needed to win the campaign. It will only be through individuals signing up to Local Works that the Sustainable Communities Bill will become law! The campaign is cross-party supported and is constantly building more support from individuals and organisations across the country. 11000 individuals, 62 national organisations, 200 local organisations and 276 Members of Parliament support the campaign.
Join us - it's free!









LOCAL WORKS is based at: 94 White Lion St, London N1 9PF
Telephone: 020 7833 9898
Email: info@localworks.org
Website: www.localworks.org


