Basque Campaign  - P.O. Box: 33597, London E2 0WE    E-mail: basquecampaign@yahoo.co.uk

F.A.O. caseworker for I. Makazaga case

Extradition Section

7th Floor Home Office

50 Queen Anne’s Gate 

London SW1H 9AT

RE: Stop Extradition, Set Iñigo Makazaga Free
Dear Sir/ Madam,

All the people signing above would like to bring the case of Iñigo Makazaga (although you already would know) to your attention. He has been locked up in Belmarsh prison for four years because the Spanish government has applied to extradite him. We are convinced that this situation is a clear miscarriage of justice. It seems that all legal guarantees have fallen out of place because, although there is no clear reason why, he has been accused of terrorism. 

Unfortunately this is a situation far too common for many young people in the Basque Country. While the Spanish officials are saying that all applicants would be afforded a fair trial (and all the conventions to which they are a party), there is quantitative and qualitative evidence to show that this is not true. In many similar cases, there never was any substance to these accusations. What’s worse, there are plenty of well-documented cases of torture and ill treatment of detainees. However, the Kingdom of Spain has replied that European Convention on Extradition did not permit an enquiry into the sufficiency of the evidence. Why are they so keen on this point? We think there is no evidence, that’s why. Our main worry is that, back in Spain, the only way to convict Iñigo would be from self-incrimination, which could be possibly obtained under torture. 

Therefore, we think the situation of Iñigo in the UK is really bad. Although he is clearly innocent of any of the charges brought against him, he would be at risk of ill treatment if extradited to Spain. On the other hand, we think it constitutes a bad precedent for UK. Terrorism cannot be used as an excuse to cut our rights and liberties. This case is an appalling example of this problem. 

Iñigo is awaiting the decision from your departament to order his return, or set him free. This decision has been delayed for a considerable amount of time (meanwhile, Iñigo’s patience is running out) We believe this is putting Iñigo in danger of being extradited even if there is absolutely no evidence of being guilty of any charges of terrorism.

We want to raise with you a few questions to clarify Iñigo’s situation: Is there any evidence that Iñigo has committed any of the terrorist offences he is accused of? If not, how is it possible that he has been since 2001 in a High Security Prison? How long will it take for his release?

In his name, we appeal to your knowledge and human sense for stopping this extradition and set Iñigo free.
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Basque Campaign is a solidarity group set in London to Support Iñigo Makazaga

