
Solidarity 
w ith  Colom bian Pe ace  Com m unity
Support th e  Com unidad de  Paz San Jos é de  Apartadó on 
th e ir 8th  annive rs ary on 23 March

Join us  on 23 March
Colom bian Em bas s y London, 5.00pm  - 6.30pm

3 H ans  Cre s ce nt London SW 1X OLN
(Ne are s t Tube : Knigh ts bridge  or Sloan Sq uare )

Bring placards , banne rs

For m ore  inform ation, contact: W ar Re s is te rs ' Inte rnational, 5 Cale donian Rd, London
Te l 020-7278 4040, Fax 7278 0444, e m ail info@ w ri-irg.org, h ttp://w ri-irg.org



Solidarity w ith  Colom bian Pe ace  Com unitie s
Support th e  Com unidad de  Paz San Jos é de  Apartadó on 
th e ir 8th  annive rs ary on 23 March

Out of th e  h orrors  and s uffe ring of dis place m e nt in Colom bia, e igh t ye ars  ago - on 23 March , 
19 9 7 - w as  born a ne w  h ope .  W ar Re s is te rs ' Inte rnational s e nds  gre e tings  to th e  Com unidad de  
Paz  San Jos é de  Apartadó as  it ce le brate s  its  e igh th  annive rs ary.
Eigh t ye ars  ago, dis place d pe as ants  opte d for nonviole nce  - to build a com m unity at San Jos é 
de  Apartadó w ith out th e  arm s  of any faction, nor th e  gove rnm e nt.   In th at e igh t ye ars  you h ave  
w ith s tood viole nce  from  param ilitarie s , gue rrilla and s tate  force s , pe rs is te nt th re ats  from  th e  
param ility, and gove rnm e ntal h aras s m e nt and m is re pre s e ntation. 
Today w e  are  particularly m indful of th e  re ce nt k illing and m utilation of Luis  Eduardo Gue rra and 
oth e r m e m be rs  of th e  Com m unity.   Not only doe s  th e  Colom bian s tate  ne gle ct to inve s tigate  th e  
crim e s  agains t th e  Com m unity, but its  ow n arm e d force s  are  actually re s pons ible  for te rrible  acts  
agains t m e m be rs  of th e  Com m unity.
Th e  path  of nonviole nce  is  not e as y to follow  - it tak e s  courage  and vis ion, and re q uire s  th e  
s olidarity of th os e  le s s  th re ate ne d.   Ye t, de s pite  th e  de ath s  of 130 m e m be rs  of th e  Com m unity, 
San Jos é de  Apartadó is  an ins piration.  It h as  ins pire d oth e r dis place d pe ople  in Colom bia to 
e s tablis h  th e ir ow n pe ace  com m unitie s , and it h as  s tim ulate d pe ople  in are as  th re ate ne d by 
arm e d groups  to s tand up and de clare  th e m s e lve s  as  "z one s  of pe ace ".    Oth e r initiative s  h ave  
flouris h e d, s uch  as  th e  Pe as ant Unive rs ity w h os e  firs t agro-alim e ntation cours e  took  place  las t 
ye ar at San Jos é its e lf.  De s pite  param ilitary block ade s  of th e  roads  conne cting th e  Com m unity 
to Apartadó, crops  of bananas  and cocoa h ave  be e n tak e n to m ark e t.
Th e re fore  today, W ar Re s is te rs ' Inte rnational - tak ing our le ad from  our affiliate , th e  Re d Juve nil 
of Me de llín - invite s  our s upporte rs  and all th os e  w h o us e  nonviole nce  to re s is t w ar to m ark  th e  
e igh th  annive rs ary of San Jos é de  Apartadó.  Th e  Re d Juve nil is  organis ing a public fas t in 
Me de llín.  Oth e r groups  and individuals  s h ould de cide  w h at to do in th e ir ow n circum s tance s .  At 
le as t, w e  w ould as k  you to s tick  up th is  flie r.

Th e  re pre s s ive  policie s  of th e  Colom bian Gove rnm e nt (back e d by th e  USA) cannot offe r re al 
s e curity, but rath e r inte ns ify th e  s trife  and s uffe ring of th e  pe ople  of Colom bia.   Th e  nonviole nt 
option of San Jos é de  Apartadó de m ons trate s  th at anoth e r w ay is  pos s ible .

Contacts : 

W ar Re s is te rs ' Inte rnational, 5 Cale donian Rd, London N1 9 DX, Britain, te l. + 44-20-7278 4040, e m ail info@ w ri-irg.org, h ttp://w ri-irg.org

Com unidad de  Paz  San Jos é de  Apartadó, fax + 57-4-8282003 or 824509 0, e m ail cdps anjos e @ h otm ail.com




