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ReEJECTROMEC SELL-OUT

¢ link up with firefighters ¢ build public sector alliance ¢ stop privatisation

FTERproducing laish pubicity
A urging us not to tur our baks on
our Romec collegues,Union HQ

has donexactly tha. They hae sold out our
stiike ballot br a miseable deal tha John
Keggie still has the lseek to hail as a victgr

After months of fuitless neotiations, it
looked as if the sell-6fof Romec could
become thedcus of aifjhtbad against Post
Office privatisation. Yet bebre the tose of
the ballot,we were told the stike was of and
we had daieved “unprecedented sefuads”
for Romec and uniimed postal wrkers.

What do thesésafeguads” amount to?
Take pensionspne of the By concens of the
cleanes and maintenanceoskers. If
Consignia sells a fther 21% of its stakin
the nev joint venture all thais guaanteed
are pension entitlementbroadly similar” to
the «isting schheme What does Balfur
Beaty regard as“broadly similar"? Ask a
former Bitish Rail worker tha one!

THE deal*has met — and in man
cases rceeded — all the unions
demands on job sedtyr, pensions and
reca@nition.” No wonder union leadsrwere
lambasted ¥ Romec eps & the meeting in
London vhee they tried to fog them the
agreementthe ngotiaors olviously didn't
bloody well demand enough!

But the supposedump cad is thd in
retum for selling our Collegues davn the
river, Consignia will efrain from pivatising
ary part of Sewice Delivery for anotherife
yeas.

Keggie used the tactic of dide and ule
before (robbing the PHGs and vers to py
for theWay Forward deal),but this iepresents
a nav low. By letting our“minority grades”
go to the wvall, the “uniform grades”are
wealened tooAnd if they succeed with this
sell-off, do we eally believe tha the rest of
us ae saé for another iive yeas?

We need toestat the campaigrthis time
with the iank and ile in the diving sea and
immedigely demand another ballot on ries
that will make the sell-df of Romec impossi
ble. It would mean sking pretty dose to the
law, but if we ae seus we should be
pared for a confontaion with the High
Coutt. When tube wrkers had their mass
“y es” ballot banned Y the judgs, they
walked out apway because theknew tha
the anti-union lavs side with the bosses
against workers’ democacy every time.

E CANtake the pulic with us on
this oneif we rad out to them
— everyone and their dpis

against pivatising the Pst Office. And you
don't need to look fuher than wur local fre
stétion to see thiaother workers ae dalleng
ing Blair's philosoply of “privatise every-
thing”.

Cash Handling & Distbution (CHD)
workers hae taken a lead Y staging unofi-
cial walkouts d depots acoss the coungr
when it emeged tha they were nat in line
for privaisation. Consignia ha& announced
the dosure of cash deots in 11 citiesand
mary CHD divers used to wrk for

democagy.

WHO WE ARE

THIS bulletin is written by postal voikkers who ae membes of theAlliance for
Workers’ Liberty, an oganisdion fighting in the unions and theonkplaces ér a
socialist altemati ve to both cpitalism and Stalinisnhased on commonveneship and

Postalvorker stands ér a decent parise br all postal woikkers and an immedia 35-
hour, five-day week or all with no dop in pg. We ae for a major incgase in full-time
and pemanent jobs in the postfafe, against ary sott of pivatisaion, and br pullic
ownership with demoatic workers’ and uses’ control.

Contact us on 020 7207 393¥fice@workerslibety.org, or www.workerslibetty.org;
or write to POBox 823,London SE15 4.

Secuicor, and hae no intention of ging
bad to working for tha lot!

It is right tha the whole of the Bst Ofice
workforce ae balloted ér stike action vhen
the geneal principle of pivatisaion is a
stale. But whatever agreement comes out of
the dispute should beoted on ly the diectly
affected vorkers alone (i.e just Romec
staf).

Reject dvide and ule! — Restarthe cam

paign!

BACK THE
HREFIGHTERSY

ILL the frefighters get the tade-
union solidaity they need to win
quickly and decisiely? On tha

question hangs anch not ony for the fre-
fighters tut for the vinole trade union mee-
ment.

The frefighters’ union FBJ is curently in
the midille of a ballot ér stike action wer
pa. The ballot opened on 27 gember Its
result will be announced on 18 October
Legally, the FBU can then sike after gving
seven dgs’ notice i.e from 25 OctoberThe
word is thathe FBJU plans to stdrits cam
paign with a éur-day stike sometime in the
peiod between 25 October and 7 Mamber
which is its pg settlement da.

Firefighters ae ging out to wrkplaces to
explain to mangers and to unioneps thd all
existing assessments obvkplace health and
sakty become obsolete if thegular fire ser
vice is shut dan. Have the reassessed? Do
the union eps think it will be saé to contin
ue work without a egular fire sevice, or will
they dedare tha the job should be shut da
on gounds of imminent darmg to the lves
of workers or the pulic?

Discussions & allead under wvay among
RMT andASLEF tade unionists on the
London Undeground @out shutting deon
the Undeground netwrk, on gounds of
sakty, during a fre sevice stike. Memores
of the Kings Coss fre of 18 Neember
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1987,in which 31 people ere killed, shap-
en these discussions.

If any significant rumber of stategic work-
placeslik e the Undeground are shut devn
during a fre sevice stike, tha will grealy
strengthen theilfefighters’ action. It will also
break the taoo on tade-union solidaty
action which has opeted ever since thdory
anti-union lavs of the 1980s became Infedl
in.

FBuU ACTIVIST SPEAKS

Les Reid East London FB Group secgtaly,
told Postalorker:

Our membey feel undevalued and under
paid. Also, the way the ggvemment vant to
negotiae our vages is fuelling the sice.
They want to bing nev conditions and the
want to scap our old contacts thawe hae
neyotided over mayg yeas.

We sy we dont mind sitting ound a téle
and discussing;ut a) thg want to shee it
down our thoas with out discussiorand b)
they want to link it to our pg

We sy, we want a settlement on ourya
claim first, then ve’ll talk about conditions
of sewice kut we are not @ing to hae our
pay as patrof the conditions discussion —
tha's like perbrmance elaed py.

We have a lot of suppdrfrom the pubc
— & least on the need to ikte. It takes dis
cussion with people taxelain tha £30,000
is a justifable daim, but we find tha people
are alvays cowinced after discussion.

From other unionists thesponse isety
good We et constant mesgas of suppdr
This is not syrising. It is us o male their
workplaces sa&t The Undeground workers,
for instancewill be perfectly justified in not
working without fre cover.

In the n#éonal stike in the 708 they had
rescue @ws. They are no longr thee, what
with privatisaion and cuts.

Our jobs hege changd a lot since the ge
entiesWe do so mich more than ve did
then:car crashesarson,chemical spills,
community fire saéty work. The job has
changed and gown. The 42 hour wek does
n't give us enough time to doeything we
are supposed to do. But thevant us to do
all this extra work for an inadequa wege.

“BUILDING ON THE RANK AND FILE REVOLT”

A trade-union daschool oganised g Solidaity andWorkers’ Liberty, with spealers
including Mak Serwotka (genenl secetay, PCS) and FB actiists Stee Godvard

and ane Clake, all in a pesonal cpacity Saurday 26 Octoberll to 5.30,University
of London UnionMalet St,LondonWCL1. To register to é&end please phone 020 720

3997 or email dice@wvorkerslibety.omg.

Want to et eery issue ofPostalworker
sent to pu? Send us aver (heques
paeble to AWL) — and wur adiress!
Got a stoy for Postalworke? We wel
come and will pulish reports and com
ments fom all postal wrkers.Also, get
in touch if you want to come to our
meetingspr to get involved in action
about ary of the issues & have covered.
ContactWorkers’ Liberty, P O Box 823,
London SE15 4. 020 7207 3997.
Email ofice@workerslibetty.om.
Web www.workerslibety.org.

No WAR ON | RAQ!

The mach to stop Busls and Blairs war on
Irag,in London on Sarday, 28th,was the
biggest anti-var piotest in Bitain for mary
yeas. Thee were laige trade union contin
gents,and ten @de unionsofficially sup
ported the mash.

Unfortunaely the MuslimAssocidion of
Britain, an ofshoot of the Muslim
Brotherhoodwhich is the bigest Islamic-
fundamentalist p&y in theArab world, was
invited to co-sponsor the . But the ast
majoiity on the demonsdtion had nothing to
do with the fundamentalists.

PostalWorker says: Sadlam’s regime is
poisonoushut the antidote of US ar is even
more poisonousThe USA would replace
Sadlam by another Sadbm,different ony in
that he would fit in more with US wishes.
The USAs real motie isoil, not human
rights.

The nat anti-war action planned is on 31
October — a daof local meetingsprotests,
rallies,and cvil disobedience

ORGANISE THE
“ AWKWARD SQUAD”!

Before the Ldour Rarty conkrence in
Bladpool, the Lébour leadeship was assidu
ously biiefing the media to tell them tha
“Labour Rarty conference no longr decides
paty policy”,

Those media lefings sheved two things.
First, tha the Nev Labour hiearchy knev
they would be dedaed & conference on cen
tral issuesand vanted to discount those
dekds in adiance Secondthat they were
confident thathey could gt avay with bla-
tant dismissal of demoagy.

In fact thee has been n@fmal, constitu
tional aolition of Labour conérences
power to mak paty policy. On the other
hand in Blair's “New Labour”, paty confer-
ence is no longr wha it was in the 1970s or
‘80s, let alone bak in 1944 ,when it vas a
conference wte thd pushed aeluctant pay
leadeship into induding tensve naionali-
sdions in Laour’s 1945 manigsto.

Amidst much unsuprising contiruity, the
Bladpool conérence also shweed impotant
chang. For the frst time since Blair steed
his “New Labour”hijacking of the l&®our
movementa laige duster of tade unionists
flatly defied him and staed to ma out a dif
ferent political diection.

Wha now? It would be stupid to pustof
the moe assdive and militant tade unions
to disafiliate from the Ldour Ruty. Those
unions would spial off into “non-political”
or “pick-and-mix” trade-unionism — the
direction sktded in a ecent pamphletyb
our union g@neal secetay Billy Hayes, who
is one of the so-calléwkward squad”of
left trade union leadsrbut ad/ocaes unions
“engaging with” the Lib DemsScottish
Nationalists,and Plaid Cymu.

Blair would be left with a docileump.
The revival of tade-union politics wuld be
aborted

On the other handhete is no pospect of
the Lebour Rty being etumed to its p&a
tems of the 19709r 1940sjn the fashion of
an easywing of the pendulum. Blair has
changd Labour’'s stuctues fundamentall
On top of the'Labour” structue, he has con
structed his wn “party-within-a-paty”, an
amy of thousands of spin-docmadvisers,
media-peopleassistantsand so onrectuited
and fnanced almost enély from outside the
labour mwement.

Tha “party-within-a-paty” has made it
vely clear thd, rather than submit to gn
sefous accountiility to the oganised vork-
ing dass,they will cut loose entiely and @
for stae and big-bsiness fundingrhey can
probably take most Léour MPs with them.

The way forward is for the tade-union
“awkward squad'to get tagether to omganise
links davn to local and mass-pots level, and
male itself an aganisedconsistenty-cam
paigning brce in the lBour maement,
together with those Uaour MPs and cen
stitueng actvists willing to challeng Blair.

Sud a bog shouldfor example:

* Build both industial and political sup
port for the frefighters;

* Go ahead and implement thedaoar
Party conference decision hich Blair has
dismissedfor an indeendent inquiy into
PFIl,while & the same time campaigning to
stop PFI and other jwetisations,for example
PPP on th&ube;

* Campaign gainst the \var on liag;

* Work to get dass-stuggle tade-union
ists selected tlough mass sign-up campaigns
in workplacesdirected not asuppoting the
Labour Rarty in generl hut at getting candi
daes selected toepresent wrking-dass
constituencies wo ae committed to &de-
union lights and to pulz sewices.

* Set and poclaim the aim of winning a
workers’ govemmenf ansverable to the
labour mwement,pushing though policies
to sewe working-dass inteests.
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