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SOLIDARITY CAN WIN

¢ link up with firefightes and local government ¢ build public sector alliance ¢

R THE fir st time in yars the

thrike action takn by the RMT and

ASLEF on 24-25 Sptember
vented London Undground Limited
from munning &en one sinlg train.Even
by managements own figues only 14 driv-
ers out of 600 booled in for duty and
thousands osétdion staf stgyed @ home
or stood on piket lines in potest athe
imposition ly LUL of the 3% p# rise and
their refusal to g to ACAS to discuss the
hamonisdion of staf pensionstr avel
facilities and the shtar working week.

Despite the lies and badgss fom man
agement and the Ening Standak, thee
was loads ofsuppot from the pubc on
the pidet lines The disputehowever, is
clearly not going to be esolhed lightly.

If LUL does not mee afterWednesdg
the best net step will be two 24-hour
strikes in the same @ek. Tha will have
more impact than te striles sparated by
a week. The striles should be timed to fit
in with other disputesspecialy the fire-
fighters’, so tha our action best sangth
ens theis and the# best s&ngthens ow

Cross-union unity

LONDON Pullic SectorAlliance
A was set up Y union leadeships in

London some monthga
Unfortunaely not nuch has been hedir
from it in our disputethe local gvem-
ment workers’ action, or the firefighters'.
But exactly that sott of Alliance is needed
now. We should pess our union leadefor
the Pullic SectorAlliance to become
active, stat calling meetingsand stair
coodinaing action.

The union head fi€es should also call a
joint London-wide RMT andASLEF eps’
meeting so thawe can hae full discus
sion on vihere we go with this disputehow
we link up with other disputeand heov we
connect the padispute with PRP

The way to tale forward both fights
over pg and aer PPP saty, is to strile
over both &the same timdt would be
stupid and pointless to stdkone daover
one then another deover the otheit
would be iresponsile to let the ballot

mandae for action ger PPP saty just lie
unused.In fact, the eason Wy manae-
ment hae refused us a decentypaffer is
tha the Treasuy is holding the pwge
strings in peparation for PPP

Reject dvide-and-ule

week,mangement sank toet another

all-time low in their bid to cutail the
action. Staf were threaened with disciph
naly action though the | and\ procedue
if they did not eport for duty Memos
wee circulated fom Bob Mason Wwich
wele corveniently not signedAs LUL
knows very well, sud a practice is com
pletel illegal, and their behdour amounts
to nothing moe than hllying and intim#
dation, especialy of new recruits and po-
bationes

LUL are daiming tha ébout 50% ofsta-
tion staf reported for duty t is fair to sg
that a Bw hunded scédbed put this figue
has been Igely inflated. Reports fom the
clothing stoe confim tha man@ement
have been collecting opational uniform
to make it look as ifas man stdion staf
as possilke came in.

As always with LUL, they ae more con
cemed with pulic perception than with
actual eality

Of course mangements tactics ag sim
ple and naie. They want the tain opea-
tors to beli@e tha staion staf are getting
a free ride vhile they lose a d@s money.
On the other handhey want the stéon
staf to think tha the drivers ae in dispute
just for their ovn pay packets and once
they've offeed the drvers alone a decent
pay rise then the strikwill be over.

It's the ge-old tactic ofdivide and ule
That is why it is so impotant to gt staff
from all gades on piket lines not only &
depots lut at staions as well, where we
can put our agument to all gades oftaf
and to the pulic.

Intimidation

I N THE dgs preceding the strik last

WHAT OFthe few hunded “heoes”who
bravely came in (sdabed) last wek?We a

Tubenorker feel tha scés can be ¢a-
gorised.

First, and possily the most common
excuse is tha they carit afford to lose a
day’s pay. Well, most of us cart afford it,
but we would rather lose the mornethan
sacrifice our inteyrity .

If you are geruinely stuggling, then the
union can help tlough its strile py or
hadship fundsNine times out ofen,
however, you'll find it is the overtime kings
and queens ko all ofa sudlen hgen't got
two farthings to ub t@ether

Those people & paasites and mst be
confronted.The ony reason ve ae Ela-
tively well paid & the moment is because
of strike action takn in ecent gas

Secondther are TSSA membey TSSA
membes should be seaming &their
Executive to ballot wer pay and condi
tions, but as ve all knav mary of them
chose thaunion eacty because the
never strike

Third are the people ko feel intimida-
ed by mangement,especialy after their
threds last week Once ajain, we nust
confront these peopland gt them to
stand up to the bastiar

Remembera kully will only push pu
around as long asoy let themRMT and
ASLEF will never settle a disputehile
their membex ae being victimised.

Keg up the prssue!

MUST link up with the local
govemment verkers and sho
our suppadtr They are facing

atacks though PFI pojects and cordct-
ing-out.

It is the same issue as treason viny
LUL is digging in its heels wer pgy — they
want the strik to cumble so thathey can
deliver a ailway to the preeers with a
cowed and wakened tade union.

Bob Mason mwsee himselfs the lan
MacGregor of theTube disputebut wetre
pretty sue well be hee this time ngt year
whereas he will psbably be kusy scewing
up some NHSrust somehere

Let's kegp up the pessue on LUL and
the Geemment!



Falling Standaats

Howdy! Much Haings hee, editor of
Londoris most popular — og| actualy
— daily evening nevspgper As we ae
committed to unbiasedbalanced joural-
ism, we would just like to sg tha WE
HATE TUBE WORKERS After all, |
have my pofits — | mean iy reades — to
think of.

When Tube vorkers strilke we sell ever
newspagers — ego, the abrementioned
pathological hared.Oh, and we ae a
multi-million-pound caitalist enteprise,
so aw sign of the geat unwashed wrkers
standing updr themseles has to be cen
demned in the most strident tones

In times lile thesethe tuth is a luxuy
we can ill aford. We do not \ant everyone
else gtting ideas nw, do we? If Tube
workers gt a decent parise everyone else
will want one Maybe e/en the people wo
printFalling Standads maybe een ny
butler Heavens no.

We hae this spifiing line @ the moment
about Undeground strilers being agres
sive and intimidéng. We do not gen need
any evidence — thg are suh emotve
words tha if we print them often enough,
people will starto beliese them.LUL
mangement think it is argat spin,and
are moe than hapy to help us outy
calling the coppexto piket lines br no
good reason.

Good font page on the strik dg, donit
you think?We took 300 pics oBrother
Crow and printed the most hidequke
one where he looks lile Les Dasson.
Then, in the scoop ofhe year we man
aged to find one arse in the vhole of
London pepakd to slg off the Tube
strike

We made out o mucd we love rurses
but if they go on strile, we will hate them
too! Finaly, | hope wu enjoy our supple
ment dout posheastauants and rerside
loft apatmentsJust ememberthat is for
the likes of me, not the liles ofyou!

Tally ho!

No saéty, no work

Why do ve need to ballotver suppar
ing the firefightes?We are alead losing
mong over our disputelf it's not saé to

Tubeworker is produced § Tube vorkers
in the Alliance br Workers' Liberty, an
organisdion fighting in the unionghe
Socialist Alliance and the Laour Rarty
for a socialist altegti ve to both
cgpitalism and Stalinismbhased on
common avnership and demoexy.

We want one demoetic, fighting union
for all railworkers We reject attificial
division betveen workers of different
grades We opposeacism,seism,
homophobia and all gjudice tha divides
us Only our bosses benefitdm a dvided
workforce

“Building on the ank and file evolt”

A trade-union dpa school oganised i SolidarityandWorkers’ Liberty, with speakrs
induding Mark Servotka (geneal secetary, PCS) and Ste Godvard (Birmingham fie-
fighter), both in a pesonal cgacity Saturday 26 Octoberl1 to 5.30Univesity of
London Union,Malet St,LondonWC1.To register to #end, please phone 020 7207

3997 or email dice@workerslibety.org.

“Imperialism:what it is, how it has dianged, how to fight it”

London SolidarityWorkes' Libetty forum.Wednesda 16 October7.30pm.University
of London Union,Malet St,LondonWC1,near Euston.

run trains or open stens without poper
fire cover then ve can all efuse to wrk on
the gounds ofsafety LUL hae a poce
dure laid davn covering thisWe dort
need to ballot or lose moye— but we
would need alear lead fom union head
offices and Health and SHY reps

Pink Ken?Yellow Newx
Labour

We hadly expected it wuld be our job
to deénd Ken LivingstoneBut against the
disgusting mees by New Labour to cen
sure him for his suppdrfor our pg dis-
pute not-so-ed Ken is entiely in the
right. It shows hav low New Labour has
fallen,and hov far it has meed avay
from ary fom of representing the arking
class

Ken Livingstone has said thevhen his
Mayor’s office takes wer the
Undeground, he will go for a thee-year
pay deal. Good or bad? It all gends on
the detailln principle the geder security
of a thee-year deal might beapd,but we
have had our fingrs hurned in the past
with the drvers’ 35 hour week dealwhich
locked us in to thee yeas of minimal py
rises

“No regard for truth”

Greg Tucker RMT Branch Secetay at
Waterloo, has wen his casetaan
Emplog/ment Tribunal gjainst being don-
graded fom driver to tiket collector

Accoding to theTribunal,the chief
mangement withesses stwed “no egard
for truth”.

“In circumstances Wwee no other coher
ent eplandion sugests itselfthe exces
sive form of punishmentthe &sence of
any credible explanation for it and the

numepous unstsfactory feaures ofthe
Respondentqi.e., SouthWest Trains’)
case combine to poinew cleary, in our
view, to theApplicants past tade union
activities and the mrspect ofhis engging
in such actvities in the futue as being the
true causg

Of the manger who took the original
disciplinary hearing thg comment:“T he
mental pocesses hich Mr Cook daimed
to hae Pllowed disdose as lear a case of
unfair dismissal as one could igine. We
found him a dggy unimpessve witness
who gpeaed to gve his esidence without
regard for truth and solel with an ge to
where the adantae lay We found much
of his evidence implausile, and een
bsud.”

SouthWestTrains nav has twenty-eight
days to come up with argeeedle form of
restitution.The union will contine to
press br Greg Tucker’s full rinstaement
as a dwner, and thanks all wo suppaed

Greg.
No war on laq!

The mach to stop Busls'and Blairs
war on lraq,in London last Sarda;,
28th,was the bigest anti-var protest in
Britain for mary yeas. There were laige
trade union contingnts and ten tade
unionsincluding RMT andASLEF offi-
cially suppoted the mash.

Tubenorker sg/s: Saddam’s egime is
poisonousbut the antidote oUS war is
eszen moe poisonousThe USA would
replace Sadam ly another Sathm, dif-
felent ony in tha he would fit in mowe
with US wishesThe US/As real motve is
oil, not human rights

The nat anti-war action planned is on
31 October — a geof local meetings
protestsrallies and cvil disobedience

Want to gt every issue ofTubewnorker sent to yu? Send us avér (cheques pyable to
WL Bulleting — and yur adiress!

Got a stor for Tubevorker? We welcome and will pulish rgports and commentsdm all
Tube vorkers. Also, get in toud if you want to come to ouegular eades’ meetings or
to get involved in action bout ary of the issues &rhare coered.
Contact:Workers’ Libetty, P O Box 823,London SE15 4. 020 7207 3997Email
office@vorkerslibety.org.

Web wwwworkesslibetty.org.
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