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RENEWABLE ROUTES/ROOTS

We are one of the many voices of change in motion and a source of action for change.
The aim is to cycle around Europe and beyond to communicate greener alternatives of life in areas such as energy, transport, consumption, production, all based in localised systems of economic activity. The journey will begin July/august 2002 with no planned end.  

On the one hand it is an experiment of learning about sustainable living and experiencing the realities of local, small-scale activities, such as organic farming. On the other hand, we shall be communicating and raising awareness about the importance of renewable energy and conservation activities, for example, at a trans-regional level. So the premise of action is the idea of connecting people from all around Europe in a common and alternative vision of ecological living and moving, learning and teaching, experiencing and communicating. 

It will involve a group/s of people, cycling from community to community around Europe, stopping at eco-villages, organic/permaculture farms, villages and towns, in an effort to raise awareness particularly about green energy and transport. Sponsorship will be sought from companies that supply aeolic and solar energy technology and hence the name Renewable Routes. The task will be to communicate the alternatives to people at the different stages of the journey, gather up tools and experiences at various points and continue the exchange and sharing of information through awareness raising activities. 
Help will be sought at the organisational stage from the Restore the Earth Project initiated at Findhorn Foundation, the Global Eco-village Network (GEN), European Youth for Action (EYFA), Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT), Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, UNEP, UNESCO and other contacts at a local, European and global level, which will be drawn into the discussion. Though a particularly low-budget action/movement, some financial sponsorship will be sought directly from aeolic and solar technologies. Partners will include EYFA and others including Ecotopia 2002 who are organising a bike tour across England, Wales and Ireland to raise awareness about sustainable transport and social/environmental justice.

We feel that in attempting this we are creating a truly positive vision of the future. As youth, we get together to create and inspire others around us to live a life that is more coherent and more honest than all the declarations of intent from world governments on sustainable development and environmental protection. This concrete action is especially important in view of the Rio +10 follow-up conference in Jo’burg this summer. It will is already clear that little has been achieved at the social, political or economic levels in the last ten years and that to move towards an attitude of true sustainability and valuing the earth in an inter-generational way, has not been achieved. We are one of the many voices of change in motion and a source of action for change. 
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