COLIN POWELL- KINDLY CONSIDER THESE OPTIONS FOR A WIN-WIN PRAGMATIC MID EAST END GAME

 A VIEW FROM AFAR  TO  INSPIRE  SOME CONSTRUCTIVE INITIATIVES FOR A DIFFICULT CHALLENGE

The turn of world affairs since the World Trade Center Terrorist Attack, as well as the provocative  (in your face) visit of Ariel Sharon to the Jerusalem Temple Mount accompanied by 1000 armed guards, and  killing of six unarmed Palestinian protestors, igniting  Intifada II which has now become a people’s revolution supported by the entire Palestinian community, reacting to five decades of Israel’s policy of Apartheid , occupation and dispossession, mandates comprehensive initiatives by the USA to overcome the Mid-East madness of terror and counter terror, accompanied by dissembling myths of history, targeted assassinations  and suicide bombings, in frustration, fear and rage, with extremists on opposite sides of this conflict committed to violence, and the Israeli elite in charge (Knesset, IDF, and government) evidently dreaming that military and political  intimidation, murder and abuse, will drive the Palestinian people to depart for the neighboring Arab States, or accept slave status in Bantustan enclaves.

As I am not experienced in the play of diplomacy, I expect it’s difficult for the USA to publicly  criticize Israeli policies of occupation, disenfranchising, dispossession, and ethnic cleansing, in defiance of the United Nations Partition Plan of 1947, and subsequent resolutions, while receiving substantial financial, military, and political support from the USA.

The European community, most particularly the Arab States, and friendly states as far off as Canada, and Australia have become alarmed and embarrassed by Israel’s outrageous behavior.    

Autocratic, dictatorial, or however one may perceive those in power, we would expect significant changes soon in the Israeli government as the extremists with a Zionist vision and military mind-set lose their influence, and we would anticipate dramatic moves towards democratic government in the new state of Palestine  responsive to societal needs.

The challenge is not to intimidate or bribe Arafat to sign a piece of paper (evidently the policy of “negotiations” to date  by threat of “loss of assets” or assassination, or promise of personal reward or status) but to bring about  a genuine condition of justice for the Palestinian people (refugees included), security and peace for the Israeli people with friendship and recognition by the neighboring states, the Palestinian people, and the world at large.

I believe an overall comprehensive plan for resolution of all (repeat all) the critical components of creation of a viable independent sovereign Palestinian state, including resolution of the repatriation and new productive lives for the Palestinian refugees, and similarly withdrawal of all (repeat all)  the Jewish settlers from Gaza, the West Bank and East Jerusalem, must be proposed as an initial basis for negotiation and implementation.  Such proposal in public or in private, by the USA alone or in collaboration with the UN or European Union , and others –but with a firm initiative by the USA with carrot and stick for all interested parties – financial, technical, cultural, military, political help or withdrawal of same, for fast action  and follow through – not endless charades of negotiation, and putting off critical decisions and agreements in games of deceit, delay,  and hypocrisy.  .

I expect a combined civil and military team composed of USA, UN member states personnel, and possibly others will be required on both sides of the “green line” and at other critical locations to provide a “ fair handed” assurance of security. The history and animosities of the past calls for such a third party participation if the process is to move forward!  

The USA, and European Union I expect must volunteer to accept, say each as many as 1,500,000 Palestinian refugees, perhaps Canada would offer to accept a significant number, and each of the Arab States, the total “on offer” including Israel, and the new state of Palestine, together far in excess of the number of refugees to allow them to choose from among such options, with help for  re-settlement, schooling, jobs and other amenities and/or compensation.   

Israel with it’s substantial military force,  nuclear capability, and assurances of support must put aside their historic posture of requiring a military presence outside the Israeli  borders.  (i.e. along the Jordanian border or in the Golan Heights).

Trade, tourism, shared infrastructure, exploitation of resources, education, culture and health facilities, and oh yes a commitment to friendship, must be the guarantee of security and peace.    

With the spirit of forgiveness and trying to put past animosities behind them in the interest of peace, the challenge for sharing Jerusalem as an international city as called for by the UN Partition Plan, or as the two parties may otherwise agree – should not be an impossible problem.

For myself and for all the interested parties I would be pleased to have alternate options presented that would bring peace, security, and a measure of justice to the Israeli and Palestinian peoples, in lieu of critiques as to who are the devils, and who can not be trusted.  The South African example of confession of past sins and forgiveness holds better promise than revenge and trying to differentiate between nationalism, ideology, history, freedom fighters, terrorist, defense forces, and statesman, fools and knaves.
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