COLIN POWELL – THERE  IS  A  PRAGMATIC  END  GAME  OF  WIN-WIN-WIN  FOR  THE  MIDDLE EAST

SEIZE  THE  MOMENT  -  ALL  PARTIES  NOW  AWAIT  YOUR  INITIATIVES  -  USA  INTERESTS  AND  INFLUENCE   PEACE  AND  SECURITY  FOR  ISRAEL – THE  PALESTINIAN  PEOPLE  AND  THE  NEIGHBORING  ARAB  STATES  EACH  ARE  READY  NOW  FOR  USA  PURSUASION  AND  REWARD

Just beginning to wake up to the complexities of domestic and international policies, actions and reactions, in a world that has moved from colonial empire, through world wars, globalization, industrial /technological/scientific /biological .  revolution, now into an information age – we suddenly see new challenges, and impulse for action.  We have yet to find the will to consider  how our past actions, political, cultural, economic, and military “theology”, power elite structure, and rhetoric about American “values”, may impact the reality of the new millennium.

The Middle-East is my chosen focus for this discourse.

Accepting a premise that the current conflict, that I’ll  call “The Issue of Palestine Statehood” ,  is an “issue” with many claims to paternity, rights or and responsibilities, history, international and biblical claims to law and custom, and surely also impacted by current politics, individual ego, motives, rhetoric and myth, that individual “players” in this complex game, are loath to question or revise, there appears to be no acceptable “end game” for this outrageous folly  

We may expect active debate, wide divergence of opinion, extreme reaction (call it revolutionary zeal, terrorism, rebellion, nationalism, patriotism, ideological bias or folly…) , no matter whatever action , agreements, convention or compulsion is brought to bear to facilitate an “end game”  conceived to bring “peace and security”  to the region.

If we ignore history, animosities, fear, guilt, dissembling, violence, motives, and strong evidence of bad faith and deceit,  in actions and “negotiations” and follow through to date, we may choose naively to look back at Oslo, Camp David, Taba as grand opportunities missed or frustrated.  I believe it should be clear  to any parties truly interested in bringing “The Issue of Palestine Statehood” to a constructive “end game” that “partial solutions – grand statements  such as – step by step  - you must do ”this” – then I’ll consider “that” – drawing lines in the sand – first build confidence – while State Terrorism rebellion, and Apartheid  dispossession continues –  no longer has any useful meaning”.  The “Mitchell Plan” has been shown to be a non-starter.  Talk of the USA as an impartial “facilitator” is nonsense!

The USA has a critical role to play – likely in collaboration with the UN, the European Community and others who may be interested to participate, to take a strong lead role for creation of a comprehensive “end game”, based in the main on the UN Partition Plan, Resolution 242, justice for all the Palestinian refugees (within a few years – not decades), all conforming to norms of international law, with “follow through” of very significant financial, social, political participation by both the USA and Israel, for a transition that leads to friendly, collaboration and co-existence.

For the USA this mandates a most sincere “carrot and stick” approach.  Israel will have to find the spirit , to become a collaborator in the “end game”, or the USA will have to take back military hardware, surely used against the Palestinian people contrary to agreements  between the USA and Israel, cut off financial aid, and impose other restrictions relating to trade, mutual defense  etc.

Israel must come to terms, and find mutual accommodation  with Syria (full return of the Golan Heights), which means no longer take the arrogant position of negotiation by intimidation as “the” regional military – nuclear power..

There may be other options, however given the example of what a small dedicated terrorist group, with limited resources and technology has been able to achieve to attack and disrupt the economy and well being of  the world’s super power, the State of Israel is at much greater risk if they choose military threat and intimidation, in lieu of friendship and collaboration as their policy of interaction with the Palestinians, neighboring states, and the world community.

The history and position of much of the leadership and spokesman for the Palestinians, and Arab States leads me to believe that the option I recommend has significant merit.  Leadership and initiatives by the USA shall enhance the reputation, of the USA, it’s influence and standing in the region and on the world stage.

There will surely be zealots, Israeli, Palestinian and others who shall continue to project a threat of violence , driven by diverse motives,  criminal, theological, or dreams of  power.  No one can eliminate all such threats.

Seize  the moment – now – establish all the parameters essential for an independent, viable, sovereign, Palestinian State,  with active collaboration of the UN, Israel, all of the Palestinian constituencies, and others –  the world shall welcome your   initiatives to implement a viable “end game”.

