 Phil Woolas, MP

Minister of State for Borders and Immigration

The Home Office
2 Marsham St

London SW1 4DF

Fax: 020 8760 3132 
Email: UKBApublicenquiries@UKBA.gsi.gov.uk 

CITTO@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
Privateoffice.external@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
Re: Sunny Michael

Home Office ref: M1080024

Port Ref No: EDD/02/3142
Dear Minister,
I am writing with regards to Sunny Michael, currently detained at Brook House, Gatwick Airport,  and due to be removed to Nigeria on Wednesday 29th April 2009 on flight PVT 007/008.
Sunny fled to the UK in 2000 to escape the bloody civil war in Sierra Leone but was eventually refused asylum partly because the Home Office doubted his nationality. Subsequently he has spent the past 17 months in detention awaiting ‘imminent’ removal to Sierra Leone. However, the Sierra Leone authorities have repeatedly refused to issue the  travel documents needed in order to deport Sunny. This prolonged period of detention is currently the subject of a High Court challenge. 
The Home Office is now claiming that Sunny is a Nigerian national. There is absolutely no evidence for this is other than a discredited language analysis report based on a twenty minute phone conversation. The validity of this report has been thrown into serious doubt by an expert forensic linguist at Essex University. The claim that Sunny is Nigerian is incorrect and is also currently the subject of a High Court challenge. 
Sunny is from Sierra Leone and not from Nigeria and friends and supporters fear that unless this unlawful and inhumane deportation is stopped, he will be dumped at Lagos airport without identity papers or money and with nowhere to go. Sunny suffers from depression and has attempted to commit suicide in the past. He is terrified of being sent to a country he has never been to with no way of supporting himself. He is extremely vulnerable and his campaign fear that if he is sent to Nigeria his life will be put at very serious risk.

What is of great concern is the fact that Sunny has been given removal orders despite the two High Court applications pending. It would be unlawful to remove Sunny from the UK before the outcomes of these applications are heard and disastrous to send Sunny to a country he has never set foot in. I am therefore requesting that Sunny’s removal on Wednesday 29th April 2009 is stopped immediately and that he is given leave to remain in the UK. 
Name: 

Address: 

City: 



Postcode:


Country: 




Date: 


              Email: 



Phone:
